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INTRODUCTION. 


FJHERE are few things concern- ; | 
ing which men do not differ in 
their opinions: and there is no- 

thing about which they differ more than | 
they do about what relates to religion. ; 
Hence it is that ſome are ready to conclude 
that all religion, and others conclude the : 
religion of Chriſt: to be a very uncertain 1 * 
thing, that admits of but obſcure and 7 
imperfect evidence. How far this is true, 

or whether it be true at all, muſt be left 

to every impartial enquirer: and J hope I 

have ſaid enough in the enſuing treatiſe to 

decide theſe points. 

All religion, as well as every thing elſe 

propoſed for our aſſent, ſhould ſtand or "i 
fall by rational evidence, that is, by ſuch as * 
is fit to determine a reaſonable creature: and "I 
next to the internalevidenceof the uſefulneſs 
of Chriſtianity, the known and acknow- 
ledged reafonableneſs and excellency of 
the doctrines and rules it lays down, I can 
think! of none ſo ſtrong! in its favour as 
Prophecies, plainly and undeniably fulfilled: 
eſpecially fach as have bern fulſfilled a 
very long time after they were delivered. 
Nor is there any rational account to be 
given of ſuch predictions, and ſuch com- 

ef Bo . pletions, | 


T 


ſes" and the Prophets, whole” writings <þre: 4 
ſtill extant; and we are competent jugges Þ 


foretold his coming, life;- ſufferings, death 


INTRODUCTION. 
pletions, but that they proceeded from the 
infinitely wiſe and good Being ; and that 
they were intended for the uſe and benefit 
of men. | 


Jeſus Chriſt conſtantly appealed to Mo- 


of their: meaning. Nor pant ariy ſincere 
lover of truth be unwillmg to put the 
Chriſtian cauſe: upon thie/ſameꝭ iſſue, that: 
Chriſt himſelf put it upon. e profeſſell 
himſelf to come from God: and he would 
not have appealed tõ Prophecies,: had not 


the Prophets teſtified of him. His miracles 


ight have proved his miſſion, as thoſe 
which Moſes or Elijab did, proved theirs. 
But he went further, and he declared that 


the Prophets ſpoke of him q am that he 
was the perſon deſigned by them in ſuch 


and ſuch of their writings. Either there- 
fore there is ſuch a thing as Prophecy, or 
Jeſus appealed to a falſe evidence. Let us 
then, wü hinifand! his Apoſtles appeal to 
the Prophets; to them who many hundred 
years before the birth of Chriſt cetnarkably 


aſcenſion, dotmin ion; and ſo many cit. 
cumſtances of the time when theſe ſhould 
happen, that nb reaſonable dqubts ean r. 
main on this head; 7-7 2 font qe 


It is a very zy objection, though 0 


commonly urgedʒꝭ that Prophecyris a vague 
uncertain thing, metely copjectũral, capa⸗ 
gnonolg 8 A ble 


oo 
* 
9 
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ble of being applied to many, different; 


events, and eh all the regard it has 
ined, tothe great obſcurity, of figurative 
4 e language... 3 Hliqlzh ., 4 
el 1 would. obſerve. here, chat Chriſtians 
4 ould of all men be. moſt; cautious of de- 
&X claimiog againſt the uſe of Prophecy; be- 
cauſe to this our Saviour has appealed; and 
|; his immediate and inf "red fall followers did. 
che ſame. In the oe Teſtament, and, 
1 pprpculatly. in St, Pauls and St. Yobr!'s, 
. 
| 


writings, there, are numerous predictions. 
eue therefore can be more] abſurd. 
than for Chriſtians to neglect the ſtudy, 
of, Prophecy A megligence highly inju- 
| rious to their own cauſe, and which infi- 
| dels never fail to take advantage of. I muſt 
E add, that Prophecy is not that uncertain 
| thing, that is capable, like wax, of any 
2 as its enemies may 2 
| | There are many inkances of pre- 
4 Giclons free from figurative expreſſions, 
I preciſe, determinate, clear; relating to diſ- 
dant times from the delivery of them. In 
| others, the figures are explained, and b 
that means the ſenſe is uniform and plain| 
If indeed the application of Prophecy can 
be to different events, this would deſtroy 
its force and uſe : but let thoſe who con- 
tend for ſuch a wild and unſettled applica- 
tion, remove the apparent difficulty; or 
"rather let them ſhew what grounds they 
| ave 
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have for ſuch a needleſs and hurtful con- 


ceſſion. 
I would not be thought by what I have 


ſaid, to deſpiſe any one argument that may 
help to prove or to defend the facred wri- 


tings. Nor is it my deſign to enter into 


the explication of all ſcripture Prophecies ; 


but only to lay down ſuch 17 rules, as 


will by found of ' uſe in a matter of this 
conſequence. And as different 
affect and convince different people, I have 
choſe to proſecute this from Prophecy, 
which I take to be a certain irrefragable 
evidence of a divine revelation, and ſuch 
as will ſtand the ſtricteſt trial and exami- 
nation. | 
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SECT. 1 
— / the Nature of Prophecy. 


Y the word Prophecy we generally 
mean the Feeerelling not any natural 
Phoenomenon, or what may lie within 


B 


3 the reach of human conjecture, but ſome future 
event unknowable by man. And in this ſenſe 
only I now intend to ſpeak of Prophecy. 

0 We are naturally deſirous of knowing what 

: will happen. 1 in moſt ages and countries 

J ſome Predictions have been generally received 

7s true. Nqy ſuch muſt be ſuppoſed to come 

= either immediately from God, whoſe infinite 

3 Knowledge, including Preſcience, few diſpute; 

* or from ſome 5 Being enabled, ſome 

5. 4 's 8 him to foretell what ſhall 


But whether Frophery * 
proceeds 
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proceeds from God, or ,from any Inferior Be- 
ing, it is certain it muſt come originally from 
him who is the Fountain of all Knowledge 
and every Perfection. And what come? fro 
him muſt be perfect in it's. Rind, and muſt 
have it's completion in due time. 

That the Almighty forekwows, few, as I 
have obſerved, if any, diſpute. 

And though we. can have no perfect or 
adequate idea of Divine Petrie, 05 may 
have ſome conception of it from our own 
knowledge of what is paſt and preſent, and 
from our conjectures of what will happen. 

He who; is infinitely wiſe, and the Creator 
of all things, may well be ſuppoſed to know 
as perfectly what will be, as we know what 
has been, and what is. And ve can conjecture 
many things that will come to paſs. And 
this we do in proportion to our knowledge of 
the circumſtances of things concerning which 
we form our conjectures. And I think we 
may fairly reaſon thus, As many , gueſs in a 
ſurpriſing manner what wil} be, becauſc they 
are better acquainted than others with the 
cauſes, both immediate and remote, which 
may probably produce ſuch particular events; 
ſo he who cannot but know every cauſe, mu 


neceſſarily know, every effect. 
But here I may perhaps be thought to af- 
ſert that all things are produced in a neceſfary 
way, or abſolutely determined by the Su- 
premeBeing: which is far from my opinion, not 
only becauſe Experience ſhews us the contrary 
but likewiſe upon this ſuppoſition 77 © uld 
be no room for the moral Attributes of God? 
We may eaſily perceive ourſelves and other 

to be Free Agents, notwithſtanding the * 
l "IM at 
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that have been taken to prove all mankind 
no better than mere Machines. Nor do 1 
think the atheiſtical notion of Fate, or the no- 
ion of abſolute Predeſtination (which many, 
what reaſon I cannot well gueſs, haye been, 
and ſome are 10 fond of, and which amounts 
to near the ſame with the doctrine of F ans) 
neceſlary to the ſuppoſition. of Prophecy; 
that it is abſurd to ſuppoſe God to = 
what Free Agents will intend, and do. This 
may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange to . confined 
and narrow Underſtandings: And ve are apt 
to pronounce That impoſſible which Is . 
yond human power. Yet I believe few or no 
thinking and reaſoning men conclude that a 
thing cannot be done at all becauſe à man can- 
not do it: It is poſſible at leaſt, and there- 
fore no abſurdity to ſuppoſe Power and Know- 
ledge abundantly ſuperior to thoſe of any 
man whatſoever. And we muſt grant that 
there actually are ſuch, when we conſider how 
we came by our own Power and Knowledge, 
and how we came into being. 
Nor is it reaſonable to reject a 8 as 
falſe becauſe we have not a perfect and ade- 
quate knowledge of it, or - not underſtand 
how it can be true. If fo, all ignorant per- 
ſons ought to look upon the learned as whim- 
ſical and brain- ſick men, and pity them for 
entertaining ſo many unreaſonable and ridi- 
culous fancies, which they, who judge from 
Pure unprejudiced nature, by no means com- 
prehend; and which therefore muſt be falſe, 
if the reaſoning from our ignorance or want 
of conception againſt the truth of wy ire 


juſt. 
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If indeed men would obtrude manifeſt ab- 
ſurdities, and downright contradictions upon 
us, and tell us theſe may be true for ought 
we know, and the reaſon why we think they 
cannot be true, is the want of a juſt concep- 
tion of them; if men will ſay and unſay 
with one and the ſame breath, and yet per- 
ſuade us they are talking not abfundly ; 
we ought to reject what they ſay with a 
rational diſdain, as the greateſt impoſition 
upon our Reaſon; becauſe if ſuch doctrines 
are true as contradict themſelves, we can be 
no judges of Truth at all, and therefore ought 
not to trouble ourſelves about it; nor can we 
be more certain that any thing is true, than we 
can be that That which contradicts itſelf, is 
falſe. But it is one thing to aſſert a down- 
right contradiction, and another to aſſert what 
we have not a clear conception of. The 
former cannot but be falſe: The latter may 
be true, and therefore ought to be admitted 
upon proper evidence. And there are many 
ſuch things the truth of which hardly any one 
diſputes. Such is the nature of ſubſtances, 


the coheſion of matter, the powers of ſpiri- 


tual Beings, and the exertion of thoſe powers. 
That ſuch things really are, there ſeems little 
or no room to doubt. How they are, nobody 
pretends perfectly to underſtand. And as for 
thoſe who would attribute ſenſe, thought, and 
will to matter, they have more difficulties ad- 
hering to their doctrine, than are found in the 
ſuppoſition of ſpiritual beings diſtin from 
matter, as might eaſily be ſhewn. Burt it is 
not to my purpoſe to enter upon ſuch an 
argument. EG 


| | But 
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But we are told that as the Will of Free 
Agents is in itſelf uncertain, till actually de- 
termined, it cannot be foreknown. This, 
however difficult to conceive by finite and 


4 | narrow underſtandings, will hardly appear, 
upon examination, to conclude againſt Di- 


vine Preſcience. And perhaps before we 
ought to make ſuch a concluſion we ſhould 
have a clear and adequate idea of Divine 
Preſcience, which no human creature pretends 
to have. 

If indeed the certainty of an event ipferred 
the neceſſity of it, it would be impoſſible to 
foreknow the will of a free agent. But it muſt 
be allowed that certainty does not imply neceſ- 


ſity, by all who will not affirm that what 7s 


could not have been otherwiſe than it is. I 
own that what is, is certain: Yet it does not 
follow that it was neceſſary, it being the effect 
of a voluntary cauſe or agent. Though it 
was certain from all Eternity that I could not 
have been at a different place, and in different 
company, from the preſent; or that I could 
not but have done many things which I have 
done, yet it does not follow, that I was under 
any neceſſity. And thoſe. that would aſſert 
that I was under ſuch neceſſity can give no 
tolerable account of their opinion, but labour 
under inſuperable difficulties. There ſeems at 
the firſt view/a wide difference between what 
I have done voluntarily, and what I cannot 
but conceive to be; between e. g. every action 


of a rational being and ſpace and duration; 


though the former, when done, is as neceſſary 
as the latter, Yet few or none will put them 


upon 


(6) 


upon the ſame bottom, and ſay there is juſt the 


29 ſame neceſſity ſor them. D 
38 And this, I think, may ſerve to illuſtrate 
28 the poſſibility of foreknowing what a free 
14 agent will do, without the leaſt diminution 
* to the doctrine of natural liberty. For what- 


ever certainty there is, or knowledge of volun- 
tary actions, it proceeds entirely from the 
| Know- 


* When we think of reſpiration, the circulation of, the 
blood, or the involuntary ſhaking cauſed, by the Palſie, 
can we believe any of theſe to be of the ame nature with 
a voluntary motion, or what is ſo called? He that does 


.. not ſee the difference between the former and the latter, 
.. ſnould be indulged in abſurdity, and permitted to - No 
Þ |: he pleaſes in every controverly. And if there be any 

| kind of difference — my going to this or that place 


yk 

| of my own accord (if I may be allowed a common ex- 

; ls preſſion,) or the ſhaking of my head or hand with inten- 
1 tion, and being ſhaken with the Palſle; what pretence is 
| there for the neceſſity of human actions? And what ab- 
ö ſurdities are they not capable of aſſerting that maintain it? 
And till it be ſhewn that theſe things mentioned are ex- 
actly of the ſame nature, I ſhall think I have a right to 
aſſert that our actions are not neceſary. Tf theſe things 
are of the ſame nature, they are all equally zeceary. For 
nece//ity cannot admit of ees; and it is abſurd to ſay 
in a ſtrict philoſophical ſenſe, This is more, and that leſs 
necgſſary. But it appears that the things mentioned are 
far from being . neceſſary : and therefore I conclude 
that ſome of them are not neceſſary at all. Nor can I 
think theſe inſtances of any leſs force than, downright de- 
monſtration: and freely give every, one his choice of ſay- 
ing they are all exactly of the ſame nature, or acknow- 
ledging a difference between ſome of theſe and others, 
and then affirming; them to be equally zeceſary, or, if you 
pleaſe, neceſſary at all. Let a man affirm which he Ws 
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38 and then view his affirmation in the moſt favourable 
4; he can. And I think I need give him no further trou 
| upon this head. But then what ſhall we do for the ſcheme 
of the fataliſts? I believe it is at an end without a remedy 
by this one argument; and muſt neceſſarily expire unleſs 
Better ſupported than it has been. And let any one judge 
what credit the revivers of it are likely to gain thereby. 
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1 Knowledge of cauſes; and not from any 


fate, which is a word conveying no determi- 


q nate idea. God foreknows this or that action 
becauſe a creature will do it: nor does the 
creature will or act becauſe God foreknows 


what it will do. And if we grant that he 


4 Worcknows all things (as ſurely he muſt if it be 


poſſible, ſince he has all poſſible perfection in 


IT himſelf ;) we muſt allow that there can be no 


future event but what, if he pleaſes, he may 
reveal before 1t ſhall happen, unleſs we are 
diſpoſed to deny him the Power of revealing 
any thing at 7% which I think no one e- 
ver did. 

And when we find events anſwering ex- 
actly to Predictions, beyond the poſſibility 
of human conjectures, there is wine I. may. 
call a clear demonſtration of a Revelation 
from Heaven, unleſs you ſuppoſe ſome crea- 
tute capable of the perfect Foreknowledge 
expreſſed in ſuch Predictions. But, ſuppoſing 
a creature capable of ſuch F oreknowle e, if 
theſe Predictions are delivered in the Name of 
the Supreme Being, we can have no juſt rea- 
ſon to doubt their coming from him; and 
therefore that we may ſafely conclude thoſe 
Prophecies to be of Divine Original that are 


; 2 in the Name of God, and moſt 


punctually verified beyond what any human | 
creature could gueſs. 

And dis is an Evidence of à Divine Re- 
50 which is increaſed by length of time, 


$ and ſtrengthened by that which pa ac the 


force of other Evidences. 
The longer a Prophecy” i is delivered before: 
the Accompliſhment* of it, the mbre —_ 


(8) 
and plainly it appears to be a true one, to all 


ſuch as ſee its completion. 

And from what I have ſaid I think I may 
fairly infer what follows in the next Section, 
namely that 


S'E-C''F. H. 


It is not abſurd to ſuppoſe fuch a thing as 
true Prophecy. 


F it be allowed that there is an All-wiſe, 

as well as Omnipotent Being, who fore- 
knows all things, or any thing ; it muſt be 
granted that it 1s poſſible for this Being to re- 
veal his Foreknowledge ſome way or other. 
And that there is ſuch a Being none but Atheiſts 
will deny. All Prophecy therefore ſhould 
not be treated as being of courſe a cheat 
and abuſe of mankind; as the invention of 


artful men, or the dreams and fancies of weak-, 


brained Enthuſiaſts, 

I think I have ſaid enough concerning 
God's Foreknowledge of what free agents 
will do: which is the greateſt difficulty con- 
cerning his Preſcience. And if it be granted 
that he foreknows, and likewiſe can reveal 
what he foreknows ; it follows that there may 
be ſuch a thing as Prophecy coming from him, 
and ſuch a perſon as a true Prophet. 

Nor is it any juſt objection to this aſſertion 
that there have been, or are, many impoſtors 


under the character of Prophets. Fot if it is 


not juſt to conclude that there is no honeſt or 


good man in the world, becauſe ſome pre- 


tend to be both who are neither, or that there 
* ö is 


. 
is no ſuch thing as ſkill in this or that art, or 
language, becauſe ſome pretend to ſkill in 
theſe that have it; not or that there is no 
real diamond in the world becauſe there are 
many fictitious jewels ; it muſt be unreaſona- 
ble to deſpiſe and ridicule every thing called 

& Prophecy, and every perſon called a Prophet, 
only becauſe there are falſe prophecies and 
falſe prophets. And if ſo, it is eaſy to judge 
of the wiſdom of many in our own age, who 
pretend to be Philoſophers and Reaſoners, and 
yet pretend that there can be no ſuch thing as 
true Prophecy. There are indeed thoſe, who 
treat Prophecy as if they thought it all fal- 
lacy and deluſion, and that there could be no 
fuch thing as true Prophecy ; as if the Al- 
mighty was ignorant of future events, or un- 
able to diſcover them to men. But if it be 
granted that God knows, and can reveal what 
will be, there may, as I have obſerved, be 
ſuch a thing as true Prophecy. 

Nor can we think it any way improbable 
that God ſhould, upon certain Occaſions, and 
for certain Ends, diſcover future events to 
men, when we conſider his infinite Goodneſs, 
and the great Advantages which may be con- 
ſequent upon ſome ſuch Diſcoveries. _ 

Me need not doubt that he, who could have no 
reaſon for creating any thing but the communi- 
x cation of his Goodneſs in making creatures hap- 
9 Ps and who has made many beings capable of 

knowing his wonderful Perfections and Works 
in ſome meaſure, and of receiving informa- 
tion of future events, will diſcover ſome of 

F theſe to ſuch beings, when the diſcovery of 
them may be of great Benefit and Advantage 
to them: as a tender father readily gives Fra 

an C on 


(10) 
ſon ſuch things as he thinks will be moſt be- 
neficial to him, All Prophecy therefore ſhould 
not, as I ſaid, be ridiculed as a fancy, or ex- 
ploded as a cheat. And he muſt be a very 
weak and injudicious perſon who treats it in 
the one or the other manner, ſince it is nei - 
ther impoſſible nor improbable that ſome ſuch 
thing may came from the Almighty. | 

But how then are we to judge of Pro- 
phecy ? Muſt we believe every idle pretender to 
Divine Inſpiration ? If ſo, we ſhall have little 
to do but to obey hypocrites and enthuſiaſts, 
But how we are to judge or act in this caſe, 
is the great queſtion, but I hope not very, 
difficult to be anſwered. And as it is of 
great moment to have it clearly anſwered, I 
ſhall endeavour to do it in the next Section. 


SECT. III. 


Marks by whico true and falſe Prophets, 
or Prophecies, may be diſtinguiſhed, 


1 will be of little advantage to us to have 
Prophecies from Heaven, if we cannot. 
diſtinguiſh them from cheats and deluſions, 
or the mere fancies and whims of enthuſiaſts ; 
or if we are liable to be impoſed upon by ſome 
of the latter, and to embrace them inſtead. 
of the former, whatever care we may take to 
be rightly informed. 

We may therefore reaſonably judge that if 
God, of his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
has given us true Prophecy, he has afforded us 
ſome proper means of knowing it to be ſuch,, 
and of eſcaping} impoſitions under the cover of 
true Prophecies. I ſhall therefore lay down, 

ek ſome 


(11) 


ſome particular marks of diſtinction between 


true and falſe Prophecy, which if we well ob- 


, ſerve, we ſhall hardly be deceived. by any pre- 


rence of Prophecy offered to us as from Divine 


> Authority. 


1. It may be convenient to conſider the 
End propoſed to be anſwered by any Prophecy 


we examine, and the 1 of it. 
If that End be truly worthy of the Al- 
mighty, as tending to the Benefit of man- 


kind or any conſiderable number of men; it 


is ſo far well recommended to us. But if no 


good End can be anſwered by it; it cannot 
come from a Being infinitely wiſe and good. 
I would not pronounce a Prophecy true, 
and of Divine original, only from the good 
moral tendency of it. For enthuſiaſts may 


deliver prophecies which may, if ſuppoſed 


true, have good moral uſes. And perhaps 


vanity itſelf may induce ſome to take the 


character of Prophets upon themſelves, and 
deliver ſuch predictions as may reſemble as 


much as poſſible what may be ſuppoſed to 
'come from God. 


But the good tendency of a prediction is 


certainly one requiſite quality in order to ad- 


mit external evidence of it's coming from God; 
as, on the other hand, the want of this, and 
eſpecially the contrary to it, will plainly ſhew 


that a prediction is not of Divine original. 


If the Power and Providence, the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God, are ſo ſet forth in a 


Prophecy, as to have the happieſt Effects 
N 77 — the minds of thoſe that carefully con- 
der it; it is not unlikely that it comes from 


him who always wills the Good and Welfare 
of his creatures, and would have us think and 
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( 12 ) 
act in the beſt manner. But if, on the con- 
trary no good uſe, can be made of a parti- 
cular prediction, or if it tends to leſſen our 
Ideas of the Supreme Being, or any way to 
vitiate and corrupt our minds; we may be 
ſure it cannot proceed from the all- perfect 
Being. A 

2d Mark by which we may judge of a Pro- 
phecy, is the character of him that delivers it. 

If he be a ſerious and ſedate, a wiſe and 
good man; he cannot intend to deceive. But 
if he is artful and ſubtil, vicious in his morals, 
or weak and unſettled in his underſtanding; 
he may fairly be ſuſpected of deſigning to 
impoſe upon others, or being deceived him- 
ſelf, till he gives good proof to the contrary. 
| I will not deny that God may, for good 
Ends, inſpire weak, or even bad men, with 


the Spirit of Prophecy. But it ſeems moſt 


likely in general that thoſe employed in 
ſo important and extraordinary an affair 
ſhould be men of calm heads and honeſt 
minds. And no doubt whenever any others 
are ſo employed by the Almighty, he gives 
them ſufficient Credentials, ſuch as, when 
fairly examined, ſhew them to be true Pro- 
phets. my | 
I am far from thinking with the Jews that 
Prophecy never reſides but upon a wiſe, a ſtrong, 
and a rich man*, God may ſhew his Power 
and Wiſdom eminently in a perſon of the 


loweſt natural abilities, education, and circum- 
ſtances. Nor is any great ſhare of underſtand- 


ing and learning ſo requiſite a qualification of 
a Prophet as a calm undiſturbed mind, not 
ſhattered or diſcompoſed by mere fancies and 

e eee 
billy upon 1 Cor i, 26. 


* EY | 


( 13.) 
imaginations ; which perhaps as often at leaſt 
fall to the ſhare of a man of low parts and 
prehenſion, as one of more keen and ready 


n 
19 Bides of mind. 


Weak and ignorant men may indeed, by 


the artifice of others, or by their own particu- 


lar prejudices, be worked up into ſurpriſin 
degrees of enthuſiaſm; but perhaps are leis 
able to run into it themſelves than men of 


I ſtronger parts and ſuperior abilities. A lively 


imagination, ſtored with variety of inco- 
herent ideas, may make almoſt any man an 
enthuſiaſt. And we generally find a leader 
of ſuch perſons neither very ignorant, nor a 
man of ſound judgment. | 

3. Another Rule by which we may help to 
diſtinguiſh true from falſe Prophecy, I think, 


may be, to obſerve the circumſtances attending 


the delivery of a prophecy. 

If it be delivered in a rational and un- 
affected manner, it is the more likely to 
come from him who can teach us nothing but 
what is rational and unaffected. But if it be 


attended with violent and ſurpriſing motions 


and agitations, I think we may fairly ſuſpect 
the Truth of it upon that account, till ſome 
good rational evidence appears in it's favour. 
For I cannot ſee what theſe have to do with 
Truth or uſeful Inſtructions * 

It is not my buſineſs here to determine 


| 9 | whether ſuch kinds of enthuſiaſm as produce 
= monſtrous diſtortions of the face and body, 


and are attended with other circumſtances cal- 
culated rather to amuſe and frighten, than in- 


21 do not look upon ſome extraordinary, but yet 3911 
nificant things done by ſome of the Prophets of the O 
Teſtament, as objections to this obſervation, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
R 
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(14) 

ſtruct thoſe that obſerve them; I ſay, it is not 
my buſineſs. to determine whether ſuch kinds 
of enthuſiaſm proceed from mere art, or the 
ſtrength of fancy, (which is known to have 
ſurpriſing effects,) or ſome evil ſpirit; or 
ſometimes from one, and ſometimes from an- 
other of theſe. There have been learned men 
who have attributed them to each. But let 
them have what original they will, when they 
are attended with ſuch extravagant circum- 
ſtances, they do not ſeem to come from him 
who does nothing but for ſome good and gra- 
cious End. 3 = 
If men are, or pretend to be ſo moved by 
the Spirit of Prophecy that they cannot for- 
bear ſpeaking at ſome particular times, and 
cannot propheſy at others, (which was the 
caſe of the ancient Greek prophets* ;) we 
have, I think, reaſon to conclude from thence 
Tather that they are not, than that they are in- 
ſpired by the Almighty. For I know no juft 
reaſon that can be given for ſuch a neceſſity 
of ſpeaking, in order to confirm the autho- 
rity of a Prophet, or a Prophecy. We may 
have Evidences enough of the 'Truth of Pro- 
phecy without this: and what good end this 
can anſwer is not eaſy to ſay. It does not 
ſeem confiſtent with infinite Wiſdom thus to 
impell a rational being, unleſs it be needful, 
and productive of ſome great Good, which 
is not the cafe here. Accordingly the an- 
cient Chriſtians obſerved this as a Mark of 
diſtinction between true and falſe prophets, 
that the former could ſpeak or be filent when 
they pleaſed; but the latter could not be 
4 5 ſilent 
| ® Occuttenius and Theophyla# in Whitby upon 1 Cat- 
xiv. 33. | 


mk 


(15) 
= cilent when they were inſpired ; this was at 
ot leaſt their pretence. And it was aſſerted in 
ds the caſe of the Montaniſts, that they could 
he ße no truly inſpired Prophet of the Old or 
ve © New Teſtament who was ſo moved that he could 
or not be filent *; and concluded that theirs were 
n- falſe prophets becauſe they had an ungoverned 
en impetus. And thus Oecumenius and Theophy- 
et lad interpret this ſentence 1 Cor. xiv. 32. The 
ey = ſpirits of the prophets are ſubjef to the pro- 
n. phöbets +. That is, fay they, They can ſpeak 
or be ſilent as they will; and are not, like the 
Heathen Prophets, irreſiſtibly moved to ſpeak 
when they are inſpired. | 

4. If a man ſhould do ſome great and 
wonderful things, plainly exceeding human 
power, and at the fame time deliver a pro- 
X phecy no way exceptionable, as containing 
any abſurdity or immorality; I think we 
ought to receive that prophecy as coming 
from God, from whom, no doubt, the Power 
of doing ſuch wonders proceeds. And I 
think it would be abſurd, and a great deroga- 
tion from his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to ſay 
he would beſtow ſuch Power upon any crea- 
ture to ſupport what is falſe, or any thing 
but what is not only true, but of great Mo- 
; ment and Importance. 


ps 
Y 


to There have been many diſputes about mi- 
ul, racles, both with regard to their nature and 
ch Fuſe: which I think I need not go through at 
n- preſent. It is enough for me to obſerve that 


of great and uncommon things done, which it 
ts, Fs certain no human power can effect, (and 


eh theſe I call Miracles,) ſuch as altering the na- 
be AF tural properties of things, walking upon the 
nt ſurface 
. FEaſcb. Hiſt, Eecl. I. 5. e. 17. Whithy ibid. f ibid. 


(16) 
ſurface of water, or raifing the dead to life ; . 3 
ſuch things done, I fay, in confirmation of & 
Prophecy, as they certainly ſhew Divine 
Power, ſo they certainly ſhew the Divine Ap- 
pointment of that Prophecy. 

It would be unphiloſophical to ſay ſuch 
things are impoſſible. For if they imply no 
contradiction, they may be done by the omni- 

otent Being. 

If you fay they are contradictions to Na- 
ture, you are to conſider what Nature is, and 
whether any thing more can be meant by it 
_ a particular ſtate of things, and com- 
mon cauſes and effects. If this be the ſenſe 
of the word, let it be conſidered, that he 
who made all things, and is the ſource of all 
Power, can as eaſily alter the preſent, or any 
ſtate, or courſe of things, as he could put 
them into ſuch a ſtate or courſe. And it is 
hard to ſay that infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs can never find it fit and reaſonable to 
do ſo, for the good and benefit of ſome one 
or more beings. And if it ſhould at any 
time be fo, it ſeems plainly to follow that 
theſe Perfections of the Creator would engage 
him to alter ſome part or other of his crea- 
tion for the ſame reaſon for which he created 
any thing at all, namely the Communication 
of his Goodnefs. | 

We are not indeed to expect Miracles 
whenever we may fancy we need them; or 
to anſwer every 1 ap we may be inclined 
to believe well worthy of them. But when 
great Ends can be anſwered by them ; when 
great and extenſive Good may follow from 
them; it is moſt reaſonable to think they 
will be done by the Power and Nr ER 

| | | ; 0 
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or the Almighty, who beſt knows when there 


s real, and when there is only imaginary 
need of them; when they will have the 
® greateſt and happieſt effects, and when they 
will not; whatever ſhort-ſighted men may 
Think of them, or the need there may be 
Z of them. 

And if one profeſſing himſelf a Prophet 
mould do many evident and remarkable Mi- 
Fracles ; eſpecially if he ſnould do ſuch openly 
and before many witneſſes ; it muſt ſurely be 
X ſome very ſtrong objection, amounting to 
little, if any thing lets than Demonſtration, 
that ought to outweigh ſuch an evidence as 
this of his being a true Prophet, or really 
X commiſſioned by God. 

Nor is there any manner of force in that 
weak and trite objection of proving in a 
circle doctrines by miracles, and miracles by 
doctrines. For a miracle is not proved to be 
a miracle by any doctrine or prophecy, but it 
is what it is, independent of any doctrine what- 
ever. Nor do I make uſe of miracles as the 
only proof of the truth of a prophecy, or of 
its being divine; but in caſe a miracle be done, 
by the ſame perſon that utters a 1 the 
credibility of the prophecy is ſuch, as demands 
our aſſent, if we have not demonſtration 
againſt it. ö 
But let us attend to this moſt manifeſt 
Aiſtinction between the giving a thing as a 

proof; and only ſuppoſing it capable of being 
proved. I do not, I ſay, offer to prove 
Ja miracle by a doctrine or prophecy ;. but 


only ſuppoſe the prophecy capable of being 


proved, as containing neither abſurdity nor 
im- 
Dr. Clarke's Evid. of Nat and Rev. Relig Prop. 14 


1 (218) L 
immorality, and then proved by one or more 
; miracles to come from God. L 
: It may be, and has been ſaid, that evil /pi- © N 


19 rits may do miracles in confirmation of falſe 
3 and wicked doctrines. I ſhall not diſpute 
Bi their power of doing miracles, that is, of 
1 doing things beyond human power. But 
1. the point is to prove, that they ever did 


| in fact ſuch miracles. And if they never did, 
; that we ever heard of, it is an idle diſpute 


| N about imaginary powers, that we know no- 

233 thing of. 

42 But I muſt own that this evidence of mi- 

At racles is much ſtronger to thoſe that either 
fee them themſelves, or lived near the time 
b when they are done, than to thoſe that live 


in ſome diſtant age after they are done. 

5. If a prophet foretells what actually comes 
to paſs; and in ſuch circumſtances that it is 
very unlikely at leaſt that he ſhould make a 
Juſt conjecture of the event, eſpecially of ſe- 
veral events, though he might have gueſſed 2 
at one, or perhaps a fecond ; this is a good 
proof of his being a true prophet ; and we 
may reaſonably believe him with regard to 
what is future, whoſe former predictions have 
been proved true by correſpondent event:: 
fuppoſing ſtill no juſt objection to a prophecy 
as abſurd or immoral. 6 

This is no more than believing one we 
have known to have told the truth, and 
never have known to ny a thing every ? 
body allows to be moſt juſt and reaſonable. 
And what could you think of him who ſhould i 
ſuſpect ſuch a one of a lie? It is judging } 
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ore I true Prophet; and therefore dare pronounce 
8 him ſuch, and believe him when he pro- 
2 pheſies. | 
le If a man foretells things which come to paſs 
_— in a little time, it is at leaſt a good pre- 
& ſumption of his being a true AO And 
the more he foretells of theſe, the ſtronger 
evidence there is of his being ſuch; and it 
is the more likely ſtill that his future pre- 

Z ditions ſhould be verified. 
no- And ſome events foretold ſoon before they 
bappen may be of ſuch a nature as not to ad- 


nt- mit of any probable conjecture beforehand ; 
her as there are many that fall out beyond all ex- 
me FF peation. Eaſy inſtances may be given of 
ive ſuch events, and we often meet with them. 


If a thing be foretold ſome ages before it 
happened, and it came punctually to paſs; it 
is moſt evident that he who foretold it was a 
true Prophet, and no impoſtor. For, though 
ſome very diſcerning perſons, who know the 
ſprings of action in particular ſocieties, may 

ive very near gueſſes what will be done in 
ſame ſhort time, ſuppoſing perſons and things 
to go on as they do at | ed yet it is im- 


poſſible to give the leaſt probable conjecture 
what will be ſome ages hence: and therefore 
3 oo one by mere human knowledge can fore- 
: 4 de it. 
wc We can hardly be deceived by falſe Pro- 
and phecy, or reject what is true and of divine 
ve 


Ty original, if we carefully obſerve the forego- 
ing rules, and judge by them: if we conſider 
the end propoſed by a Prophecy, and the ten- 

dency of it; the character of him who de- 

liyers it; the circumſtances attending the de- 
hvery of it; what miracles are wrought in 
D 2 con- 
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„ 
confirmation of his miſſion; and whether 


any thing foretold has punctually come to 
paſs, or not, or what 2 things, at 


what diſtance of time, and how circumſtanced. 

I believe every impartial man will allow theſe 
iculars to be ſufficient to determine the 

truth or falſity of any Prophecy whatſoever. 

I do not ſay you ought to reject every Pro- 
phecy as falſe that has not all theſe marks. 
Some of them may be ſufficient to ſhew the 
truth of a Prophecy. But where they all 
meet it would be very unfair to queſtion the 
truth of what is atteſted by them. 


SE CT. Iv. 
How to judge of obſcure Prophecies. 


8 OME are very much offended at the ob- 
ſcurity of many Prophecies: others fond 
cf repreſenting Prophecies more obſcure than 
they really are. 

There are ſeveral reaſons for the obſcuri 
of Prophecies which by no means dimini 
their authority. | 

1. Moſt things are obſcure till obſerved 
with attention, So that we ought to con- 
ſider whether the obſcurity we complain of 
be in the thing we are ſpeaking K. 
our own minds. 

Our ideas are often eanſſe 0 an puzzled 
at the firſt view of a thing. And indolent 
perſons will not take the pains ** examine 
tings, and therefore do not underſtand 
them. | 

And as j t men would have the re- 
putation of knowing, as well as thoſe that | 


really 


(21) 
really deſerve it; their common ſhift in order 
to hide their ignorance as well as they can, 
and to be free from the diſgrace of it, is to 
complain of the difficulty and uncertainty of 


3 what others underſtand, though they them- 


ſelves do not : and this we find done with re- 
gard to almoſt every ſubject of our enquiry. 
Now it is impoſſible for thefe perſons to 
know whether there be any great difficulty 
or uncertainty, in a thing they will not ſtudy; 
and which is not ſo difficult to be under- 
ſtood as many think; ſince the obſcurity of 
it is often owing to the want of looking care- 
fully into it. 

2. It muſt be ſuppoſed that ancient writ- 
ings, whether Prophecies or things of another 
nature, will have their difficulttes ; and that 
it will be neceffary to obtain ſome previous 
knowledge in order to underftand them. 
The circumſtances of time and place, the 
modes of ſpeaking, and genius of the lan- 
guage in which they are writ, muſt be well 
conſidered by ſuch as would know their 
meaning. And if'a man takes pains in the 
peruſal of them without the knowledge of 
theſe things (as I believe many do,) his la- 
bour muſt neceſſarily be loſt, and he muſt 


1 get nothing better than moſt confufed and in- 


coherent ideas by his ſtudy of them. 
Something of this nature appears both in 
the diſcourſe and writings of many. And 
when this happens, the leamed and judicious 
eaſily ſee where the fault lies, whilſt others 
are perhaps complaining of the obſcurity and 
difficulty of what many puzzle themſelves about, 
without qualifying themſelyes to underſtand 
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If then an ancient Prophecy be ſaid to 


be obſcure, he that makes this complaint may 
be 5 aſked whether or no he has furniſhed 
himſelf with the previous knowledge neceſ- 


ſary to make a fair judgment of it. If not, 


it is certain his complaint is at random, and 
ill- grounded, or at leaſt taken _ truſt, a 
very precarious way of judging, if it may be 
called judging at all. As a modeſt man who 
has a ſtrict regard for truth will ſay no fur- 
ther of what he hears from uncertain informa- 
tion than that he hears ſo and ſo, and does not 
pretend to inſiſt upon the truth of what he 
thus mentions ; ſo I do not ſee what right any 
one has to ſay more of the truth of an aſſer- 
tion, for which he has no better evidence 
than the mere opinion of others, whoever 
they are, than that he is told it is true, or ſuch 
and ſuch perſons have thought, or do think ſo. 
But men do not care to diſcover their igno- 
rance ; and had much rather talk at a venture, 
without being able to judge of what they are 
talking of. 

3. The circumſtances of ſome Prophecies 
may make them obſcure. Kee” 
They may be ſuch as cannot be clearly un- 
derſtood till they are accompliſhed, when 


| 4 may be made plain and evident by known 
5 8. 


This may be well ſuppoſed of ſuch Pro- 


phecies as relate to things at a great diſtance 
of time, which perhaps cannot be ſo deſcribed 
as to be totally underſtood till they actually 


be underſtood as 


take place. 
Some things indeed may 


well at a diſtance of time before they ha 


U 
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rity or total deſtruction of cities or nations: 


others may be of ſuch things as require 
Ideas which our words cannot convey, in 


N order fully to underſtand them; as we can- 
not have a clear and adequate idea of a 
future ſtate from the beſt and moſt exact de- 


ſcription alone. So likewiſe, many facts and 
events may be ſuch as the moſt accurate 
and piercing human judgment cannot under- 
ſtand by the plaineſt verbal deſcriptions of 
them. We need not wonder therefore if we 
are at a loſs for the meaning of Prophecies that 
point out things to happen in a future diſtant 
age, the manners, cuſtoms, and many particular 
circumſtances of which we muſt be entirely 
ignorant of. | 
And the like may eaſily happen with re- 
rd to ancient Prophecies relating to things 
which have long ago taken place, and which, 
for want of an exact account of them, we 
may have little or no idea of. | 
Nor can we judge at all from the events 
to which ſuch Prophecies relate, whether they 
are true or falſe, or whether they have been 
fulfilled or not, without knowing thoſe events. 
It is eaſy therefore for ſome ignorant, but 
conceited perſons to call ſuch a Prophecy a 
falſe one, or ſay it has no meaning at all, 
only becauſe they know nothing of it. And 
this, I believe, 1s pretty frequently done; as 
many reje& doctrines they are no judges of 
for that very reaſon, which doctrines they 
would readily have embraced if they had un- 
derſtood them and the evidence appearing in 
their favour. But as ſome complain of the 
obſcurity and uncertainty of what they do 
not underſtand; others pronounce every * 
2 


(24) 
falſe or abſurd that goes beyond their little 
ſhare of knowledge. 

It is allowed by all, that none talk more 
ridiculouſly than conceited ſcioliſts; and that 
the moſt 1gnorant talk much more to the 
purpoſe than ſuch as have juſt knowledge 
enough to think abſurdly. Theſe ſhew their 
folly equally in receiving and rejecting do- 
ctrines, in believing and diſbelieving. 

As for things we do not underſtand, and of 
the truth or falſity of which we know little, 
or have no evidence, we certainly ought to be 
in perfect ſuſpence about them, or at moſt 
to give aſſent or diſſent according to the ſmall 
evidence we have of their truth or falſity. So 
that the bare obſcurity of a Prophecy will 
not prove it a falſe one. 

But I may be aſked whether I can have any 
reaſon to believe a very obſcure Prophecy 
true; and of what uſe any thing can be to 
me which I do not underſtand. 

Now it is not difficult to ſhew that a 
Prophecy not underſtood may have good 
— — for the truth of it. 

If he that delivers it has delivered others 
plainly proved to be true; if he has done 
eminent miracles, and there be no juſt rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect his integrity; it is very likely 
his Prophecy is a true one. 

But if it be, it may be aſked of what uſe 
it can be, ſince it is not underſtood. And if 
it is of no uſe, we cannot reaſonably believe 
the Almighty would appoint it to be de- 
livered, according to the firſt mark I laid 
down to diſtirguiiſh true from falſe Pro- 


phecy. 


But 


ers 
ne 


uſe 
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(25) 
But my ſuppoſition is not that a Prophecy 
ſhould never be underſtood : but that there 


may be ſome time in which, it cannot be under- 

© ſtood. And this may eaſily be, as already 
Zobſerved, from the particular circumſtances of 
Wit. And I ſhall readily own, that it is of no 


uſe, whilſt it is not at all underſtood. But 
ſince it may have been underſtood formerly, 
or may be underſtood in time to come, tho 
neither I nor any one elſe may underſtand it at 
preſent ; I ought not to conclude it falſe, or 
totally uſeleſs, becauſe it is now unintelligible, 
any more than IJ have a right to pronounce a 
language which neither I nor others with whom 
I hive underſtand, mere jargon or ſenſeleſs 
characters. I 81 | 
So that we have a plain way of judging of 
obſcure, and even at . preſent unintelligible 
Prophecies (whatever they are;) namely, to 
conſider from whence their obſcurity proceeds, 
and, if we would underſtand them, to make 
ourſelves maſters, if poſſible, of that kind 6f 
knowledge which is neceſſary” to the under- 
ſtanding of them; and after all not to conclude 
them falſe from their mere qbſcunty, but either 


do ſuſpend our judgment about them, or believe 


them trye or falſe according to the evidence that 


appears for or againſt them. 


But ſince ſome have been ready to repreſent 


all Prophecy as. no better than Conjecture; 1 


think it may be of uſe to conſider the manifeſt 
difference between the one and the other. 
0908 9W- eee eee 2788 | 
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( 26) 
SECT. v. 
The Difference between Prophecy * 
Conjecture. 


H1S will plainly appear from what has 
been already obſerved ; eſpecially if we 
conſider the nature of conjecturing. 3 
He that is well acquainted with particular 
things and their circumſtances, is often enabled 
to give a ſhrevid gueſs at what will happen for 


ſome time with relation to thoſe things: of 


which we have many and frequent inſtances. 
And our own experience ſhews us how ſuch 
conjectures are formed. 

We can take a view of the preſent ſtate and 
condition of things, their cauſes and effects, 
and the particular workings of the former, in 
producing the latter: And the better we are 
acquainted with theſe, the more exactly we 
know their preſent ſtate ;. and the, better we 
are able to judge what their condition will be. 
If they have long continued. ina particular 
courſe, we have reaſon to belicve they will re- 
main ſome time longer in it, when we can 
fairly account for what we obſerve, at eſcnt; 
as we conclude a large river, which 4 kept 
its current for ſome, ages will not foon.run dy, 
or forſake its channel. ane e, 


(4,442 


And as for the ſcveral variations We perceive 


in the condition, and circumſtances, of things, 


we may judge from them when we are ac- i 


quainted with their cauſes, what alterations 


w:ll be for ſome time in the things we have 


examined with exactneſs, only from this plain 
rule of judging, that the ſame cauſe muſt ever | 
have the ſame effects. But even this rule may | 
calily | 

1 


(27) 
$ eaſily deceive, us, or rather we may eaſily be 
deceived, whilſt we falſely think we form our 
judgment according to it, for want of obſerv- 
ing with ſufficient exactneſs the ſeveral parti- 
1 ® cular operations and circumſtances of the things 
concerning which we make our conjectures. 
And thus ſometimes a very diſcerning Perſon 


as is ſtrangely diſappointed in his opinion of what 
we IF will happen, and finds the very contrary 

events to thoſe he expected. This cannot be 
lar but from the ignorance of ſome cauſe or ope- 
led ration productive of what really happens; and 
tor the depending upon ſuch circumſtances as the 


conjecturer has obſerved, which perhaps, if 
there were no other cauſes but what he fees, 
muſt neceſſarily be follow'd by the expected 
events. 

The truth is, we know ſome, and often 
many operations tending to particular effects, 
But at the ſame time there are many latent 
cauſes which we cannot at all gueſs at, many 
entirely unknown even when we plainly per- 
ceive their effects. The more there are of 
theſe, the leſs exactly we form our conjectures ; 
and the fewer there are, the nearer we ap- 
proach towards a certain prediction. | 
And this conſideration may ſhew us at once 
the difference between Prophecy and Conjec- 
ture. The great Author of the former (as 
already obſerv'd) cannot but be acquainted 
with all cauſes and effects, as well thoſe that 
ill be as thoſe that are, and thoſe that have 
„ een; and therefore muſt neceſſarily know all 
e ac- future events; and can exactly foretel them; 
tions and this is what I call true Prophecy: whereas 
have conjecture is nothing more than an imperfect 
plain udgment concerning things to come, form'd 
ever | E 2 from 
: may | 

calily } 
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from an imperfe&t knowledge of things pre- 


um;? ny | 
But what will all that has been faid avail, 
or what advantage can be propoſed from it, if 
Prophecy 1s not to be underſtood, as many pre- 
tend? To obviate this difficulty, I ſhall lay 
down ſome rules in the next Section for the 
interpretation of Prophecy. 


ECT IT 
Rules for underſtanding Prophecy. 


F Men are any way prejudiced againſt a 

thing, they are glad of every objettion 
they can find or invent; and if they like a 
doctrine, they are as deſirous of having it 
proved true, juſt, and good, and recom- 
mended in the beſt manner poſſible. On the 
other hand, if they have conceived an aver- 2 
ſion to any particular doctrine, they love to 
repreſent it as falſe or trifling, hurtful or ridi- 3 
culous ; to fay any thing they can, with the 
appearance of reafon, to diſcredit it: their 
arguments and wit join forces againſt it, to 
drive it from the eſteem of mankind. ! 

It is with Prophecy as it is with other 
things. Some are fo fond of it, that they eafily 
impoſe upon themſelves, and may hKewife be 
caſily impoſed upon by others, in caſes of this 
nature. | „ 

They are already prepared to receive = ; 
thing as a true Prophecy that faits their wn | 
ſentiments and turn of mind. Nor would they 
ſcruple to give up ſome favourite tenets, | 
which they could not ſpare upon another oc. 
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( 29 ) 
Efivn, to à Prophecy that ſhould ſound pom- 
pous and wonderful. 


ail, To ſuch perſons the obſcurity of a pro- 

phecy is rather a recommendation than an 
re- objection. For they are not fond of what is 
lay intelligible; ant are afraid that plain and un- 


diſguiſed truths (however uſeful) are below 
the dignity of Divine Revelation. Nor are 
they ever better pleaſed than when they are 
faying or htaring what they do not under- 
ſtand. | 

One poſſeſſed of this turn of mind cannot be 
= ſuppoſed to underſtand Prophecy. For he 
ta would ſooner obſcure what is plain, than re- 

move any difficulty relating to it. 
Some are not indeed ſo fond of obſcurities; 


it but have a particular ſcheme of docttines by 
oOMm- which moſt or all Prophecy is, according to 
che chem, i be interpreted. 
ver- Some love allegories ; others nice diſtinc- 
e to tions. Many ate fond of one ſyſtem ; and 
di- many of another. And ſome are beſt pleaſed 
the with ſyſtems of their own making. 
heir | And as men are diſpoſed one or another of 
„to MF thefe ways; or whatever particular turn they 
take which may influence their judgment with 
ther regard to Prophecy ; they will certainty ſhew 
afily that turn in what they will fay about it. 
ſe be FF And they that do not like the pains of en- 
"this quiring into it, and likewiſe thoſe that are 
FF otherwiſe prqudiced againſt it, will be glad 
any of the pretence of bbſcurity, or any thing elſe 
db neglect or deſpffe it; eſpecially if they are 
they conceited, and affect the character of knowing 
8, 1 without taking the neceſſity paitis to 
r 0c really ſuch. 


When thefe things are confidet'd, the 
| 1ſt Rule, 
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(39) 
1ſt Rule, naturally occurring for the under- 
ſtanding of Prophecy, and indeed every thing 
we would be acquainted with, 1s to be free 
from prejudice. For whatever we have of 
it, more or leſs, in our minds, muſt hin- 
der us in PESO from having a clear ſenſe 
of truth. 

The doctrines we are prejudiced in favour 
of may be true as well as falſe. But when we 
are prejudiced, every man of ſenſe muſt know 
that we do not receive them from their proper 
evidence. 

There is a wide difference between one that 
knows or believes the truth of a doctrine by 
its proper evidence, and one that aſſerts or 
believes the ſame for ſome reaſon that by no 
means amounts to a proof of it. 

We have inſtances of both ſorts of perſons : 
But every body knows the latter are much 
more numerous than the former. And this 1s 
a reaſon why we ſhould guard as much as 
poſſible againſt all prejudice, as we love 
truth, and would be rightly informed, and 
would not be led blindfold into error, or have 
the truth itſelf of little uſe to us for want of 
a right perception of It. 

If the prejuiced man happens to be in the 
right, it is but a lucky hit. If he is zealous 
for truth (as he is commonly zealous, and 
even furious, for ſomething, tho' it often hap- 
pens that he knows not what; ) I ſay, if he is 
zealous for the truth, he may fairly be faid to 
have an unreaſonable zeal, and to give an 
unreaſonable aſſent. Nor can it be any greater 
merit or virtue in him to be in the right than 
in the wrong. For whatever there is of this 
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| Religion is concerned: 
judice i in the beſt manner we can. 


(.3T 


proceed from care and a rational enquiry. No- 
thing merely accidental can make us either 
commendable or culpable. We may indeed 
be juſtly blamed for our neghgence ; and 
therefore deſervedly ſuffer the bad conſequences 
of our ignorance, or error, when that is owing 
to the want of due attention and application of 
mind. But this negligence is juſt the ſame, 
and equally faulty, whether a man happens to 


believe right or wrong z whether he gives an 


implicit aſſent, without ſufficient examination, 
to a tru®or a falſe doctrine. And if this was 
fairly conſider'd, we ſhould know the only 
fault of inbelitvers, and know at the ſame time 
that careleſs implicit be/zevers are equally guilty 


with them. And the manifeſt reaſon why Be- 


lief is ſo much inſiſted upon in Scripture, is 


the great moment and importance of the doc- 


trines deliverd in it, as appears from all thoſe 


texts of Scripture (and numerous they are; 
which require Beſief in order to practice. 


We are therefore to judge rationally, ac- 


cording to our ability and means of informa- 


tion, of Prophecy, and every thing elſe we 
would judge of at all; and eſpecially where 
and guard againſt pre- 


We ſhould be very cautious of preconceived 


opinions that may any way prevent or hinder 


our right Judgment, eſpecially in matrers or 


moment, and where our welfare is greatly con- 


cerned ;- that we may not be hindered from 
receiving the ſeveral advantages conſequent 


upon judging well, nor ſuffer the evils a wrong 


Jadgment may bring upon us. He muſt be 


a ſtranger to right reaſon, human nature, and 
the affairs of life, who is not aware of many 
71 and 


7 
. ( 32) $ 
x and various benefit ariſing from g joſe aſe of 
"vi things, and of variety * vils N fol 3 
[ot dowing a wrong one, And whoever belieyes i 
' there is any ſuch thing as, true Religion, muſt | 
14 acknowledge that it highly concerns us to be 
8 
4 


acquainted with it, if poſſible ; and that great 
miſchiefs may be conſequent upon ſome mi- 
7 takes relating to it. Can e then. be too cau- | 
tious of admitting or retaining any kind of 3 
7 F in things that concern us in the 
| RUSH degree as matters of Religion certai 
: x 
I I would notrinfinuate that our future falva- 
tion is concerned in underſtanding every true 
Prophecy we read. But it certainly miſ- 
becomes us, and chat greatly, to paſs. a raſh 
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judgment upon any thing, and eſpecially what 
we,ourſelyes acknowledge to be ſacred, and to 
come from the Almighty. And l need not uſe 
many words to ſhew that great miſchiefs may 
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Prophecy, as Well as other things, would he 
much hetter underſtood, if men would thus 
enquire into the meaning of it. 


be, and have been conſequent upon miſundex- 

ſtanding Prophecies. Ts 
Nothing can be ſp good, ſo uſeful, ſo facred, 

but that an ab gf may be greatly detri- 


it mental. Every one therefore ſhould CHAR 
11 Prophecy with a fair unpreſudiced mind: And 
lk then if he is gtherwiſe qualified to underſtand 
I's it, he is very 1 his enquiries 
| bk concerning ig, . becauſe the greateſt obſtacle ro 
x; his 5 u removed. Nor do I doubt that 


2. As Lhave before hinted, qe muſt obſerye 
the circumſtances, of time and place, the modes 


of ſpeaking when and where, this.or that Pro- 
Phecy was delivered, the genius of the lan- 


guage 
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e in which it was given, and the cu- 
Ric tile of the Prophet, beſide the _ 
prophetick ſtile, if there be any ſuch, as, I 
think, all agree there is, who pretend to have 
any knowledge of Scripture Prophecy, 

Theſe things muſt be well conſidered by 
one that would underſtand any thing of this 
kind; for it ſeems moſt evident, that a miſtake 
in any of theſe things may hinder us from 
diſcovering the meaning of a Prophecy. a 

But I may be aſked perhaps whether no body 
ſhould pretend to know any thing of Scrip- 
ture Prophecy who does not underitand Greek 
and Hebrew, and is not nicely acquainted with 
the hiſtory of the times when ſuch Prophe- 
cies were delivered. This, I believe, no wiſe 
man will aſſert, For, though theſe things 
ſhould be underſtood in order to know the 
meaning of ſcripture Prophecy ; when once they 
are ſufficiently known for this end, they may 
be ſo far explained to the ignorant as to give 
them a ſenſe of what depends upon the know- 
ledge of them. Something of this nature is 
done continually. We have difficulties both, 
in language and hiſtory happily explained by 
the learned, | 

Yet every one muſt prefer the immediate 
and primary, to the ſecondary knowledge of 
theſe things, as it gives us clearer conceptions 
of what depends upon them. 

And thaugh we may be at a ofs for ſome 
circumſtances of antiquity, we could wiſh to 
know; we may ſometimes find out ſuch as 
may, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, anſwer the 
end of our enquiry. Otherwiſe we ſhould 
be greater ſufferers than we are by the loſs 
Gen: writings. FE * 22ulyaihi!: 
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( 34 ) 
” When we are well acquainted with the 


things I am now fpeaking of, we may find 
it — eaſier to underſtand a Prophecy, than 


when we have but a diſtant and imperfect 

knowledge of them. We are 7 Wa For to 

look into them as carefully as we can, in 

order to underſtand ſueh Predictions as ef 
them. 


Some Prophecies may be plain and eaſy at 
any time, and in any language : fuch as that 
concerning Fofiah, 1 Kings xiii. 2. and that 
concerning Cyrus, Iſaiah xlv. 28. Others may 
be ſo explained by events as to leave no room 
to the impartial obſerver to doubt of their 
meaning. But many Prophecies, as well as other 
writings, cannot be underſtood without the 
previous knowledge of particular cuſtoms and 
circumſtances of the time when, and place 
where, they were delivered, as will eaſily 


a from conſidering the prediftions both 
o the old and new teſtament. 


We ſhould know the occafion of a 
Prophecy, in order to know' its meaning, 
where there is any difficulty in it. 

We find it a needful help to the under- 
ſtanding of any writing whatſoever that is 
not very plain, and eaſy to be underſtood, to 
know the octaſion of its being wiit. This 
ſhews, in great meaſure the intention of the 
writer, and removes many difficulties which | 
may occur upon the firſt peruſal of it, to 
one u uainted” with the deſign of the au- 
thor, an what gave occaſion to his work. 
And ap! this it is impoſſible to under- 
ſtand many writings which are very eaſily un- 
derſtood when this is known. And this cauſes 


many difficulties in ancient books, and pro- 
* duces 


(35) 

duces many controverſies amongſt the learned, 
who ld not pretend to underſtand the books 
they read without gueſſing at leaſt at the deſign 
of: the writers of them, and what gave im- 
mediate occaſion to their being wrote. 
This naturally leads me to a 

Ach nile, namely, to make uſe of one Pro- 
for the explanation of another, when 
d two or more relating to one event: 
of which we may find many inſtances both 
in the old and new Teſtament. 
One ſuch Prophecy may be much plainer 
than another for various reaſons. We may 
be better acquainted with the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances of it before mentioned, needful to be 
known in order to diſcover it's meaning. It 
may be delivered in clearer and eaſier terms, 
and explained by ſome events already come to 
foretold in it, which are not foretold in 
the other, and we may have much better 
belps in diſcovering its meaning. Beſides, it 
is hardly poſſible for two or three diſcourſes 
any kind upon the ſame ſubject, that have 
any difficulty, and at the fame time any 
meaning in them, to be fo formed as not to 
in one another, Even the variety of 
expreſſion in this caſe is a great help to the 
underſtanding of them. 
5. Particular notice muſt be taken of the 
ſtile and manner of writing of the Prophet 
whoſe Prophecy we are reading. 

This is allowed to be neceſſary to the un- 
derftanding of any book whatſoever that has 
it's difficulties; eſpecially ancient books. Nor 
does a learned man pretend to underſtand any 
ſuch, the Bible, without it. And if 


this was duly obſerved in reading that, it 
F 2 would 
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would be much better underſtood 'than it 'is. 
And it it had been always obſerved, I believe 
many volumes of controverſy which have 
greatly darkened the ſenſe of ſen „and 
infeſted the Chriſtian world, would never have 
appeared; eſpecially if che former rules had 
been punctually regarded, which are as appli- 
cable to the ſtudy of other parts of ſcripiure, 
as to that of the Prophecies it contains. 
There is ſomething in the writing 
and ſpeaking of every one. And this often 
cauſes obſcurity to thoſe who are unac- 
quainted with the manner of writing, or 
ſpeaking, uſed by a particular perſon. 
till we are ſomewhat uſed to this, it is = 
to puzzle us. 

And as we cannot ſo eaſily diſcover the 
peculiar manner of an ancient, as that of a 
modern writer; it is abſurd preſumption to 
pronounce raſhly concerning his meaning. 
And as there are difficulties peculiar to Pro- 
phecy ; it is ſtill more abſurd” to pretend to 
underftand an ancient Prediction without care, 
and attention to the ſeveral needful rules in 
order to know the meaning of it. The 

6th and laſt of which T ſhall lay down, 
ſhall be the exact obſervation of events up- 
poſed to be foretold. | 

Theſe may explain a. och ve could 
not otherwiſe underſtand. And when they 
are well known, we may eaſily judge whether 
they are really foretold in ſuch a particular 
Prophecy or not. 
ſome events which have happened were fore- 
fold in this or that Prophecy, we may the 
better underſtand other We e in it. 


This 


And 


And when we find that 
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This rule has been excellently applied by 
ſeveral learned men of our own and other na- 
tions; particularly by Sir J/aac Newton and 
Mr. Mede : but by none better than byDr.Sykes, 
in his Connexion of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion. And I am fully perſuaded that he who 
carefully | conſiders what theſe men (not to 
mention many others) have writ upon the Pro- 
phecies of the Old and New Teſtament will 
underſtand” ſome that are almoſt given over 
as unintelligible : and that they who will ſtudy 
Prophecy as they have done, will by no 
means loſe their labour: and that many events, 
when: fairly conſidered, will appear undeniably 
to have been foretold by the direction of; the 
Almighty ; which I hope to ſhew beyond all 
reaſonable contradiction in it's proper place. 
In the mean time I think it needful to ob- 
viate a common, though very frivolous ob- 
jection to Prophecy and revealed Religion, 
grounded on The K ö 
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Different opinions concerning. Prophecy : 
hich is in truth no juſt objection to it. 


DA. 46113 DID nnn enn OT. $93 <4 | 
I May perhaps be told, that after all I have 
ſaid, however plauſible and reaſonable it 
may appear, chere is ſuch a variety of opinions, 
even amongſt, the moſt learned, concerning 
Prophecy, that no one knows where to find 
the truth; and if we are in the right it is 
with ſo much uncertainty, that the truth is 
likely to give but ſmall, if any ſatisfaction. 


$1137 j This 


now made public, "fr off in a 
an objeftor could afford it if I had not men- 
tioned it myſelf. And if it ſhall come after 
all I have ſaid, it is very welcome; for I dare 


ay it will do Prophecy no manner of harm. 


For if it be good againſt that, it — — 
every thing elſe where it may 


But I aſſure myſelf that no objecto 
it to be 1 his own opinions, hows 
ever ſtrongly it may be urged againſt them. 
But * happens ſometimes that the ſome 
weapon is called a lawful weapon in one man's 
hand, and an unlawful one in another's; the 
fame argument a very good one. on one fide 
of a queſtion, and very bad on the other. 
Is there a truth ſo plain as not to have been 
diſpured by ſome very learned men? or is 
there an abſurdity ſo groſs as not to have been 
aſſerted by ſuch ? And muſt we therefore, with 
ſome ſcepticks, ſay there is no ſuch thing 
as truth or falſhood ? Are not many things 
which are thought little leſs than ſelf-evident 


by ſome, ſtrenuouſly denied by many? And 
does this at all leſſen the aſſent of the former? 


This is a good inſtrument to awe weak 
minds ; but of no force againſt one that can, 
and dares, reaſon. - But it is uſed in religious 
matters, though laughed at in almoſt every 
thing elſe. And why it ſhould have any 


more ſtrength in theſe than in cw things 1 
am yet at a loſs to know. 

The truth is, the opinion of men learned 
or unlearned ought by no means to deter- 
mine our aſſent or diſſent, unleſs it is acknow- 
ledged to be an evidence for or againſt a par- 

ticular 
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ticular doctrine. And I believe few reaſoning 
men will allow it to be fo, except upon the 
ones . of church authority, which in mat- 
ters of belief has nothing to plead for itſelf. 
The moſt you can ſay juſtly for the mere opi- 
nion of one or more is, that it is an evi- 
dence only for want. of a better, but none at 
all when any other appears. 

No matter therefore how many various or 
contrary opinions there are about Prophecy, 
or any thing elſe ; or how learned or wiſe 
they are who deliver them; if I have plain, 
or ſufficient evidence for my own. And this 
L may have, though contradicted by numbers 
even of wiſe and learned men. For ſuch have 
their prejudices, and abſurdities too, as well 


as others. And this I think all who are any 


thing acquainted with them or their writings 
will readily own. And it is what they are 


eontinually charging upon one another. 


SE C T. VI. 


Some Prophecies of the old Teſtament proved 
to be true Prophecies, and delivered by 
_ the appointment of God, 


" Obſerved: five marks of true Prophecy, 

Sec. III. And if ſome or all "theſe are 
properly applied, I think J may affirm that 
we ſhall not be miſtaken in judging of any 
particular Prophecy, whether it be delivered 
by divine appointment or not; and that 
where we are miſtaken, it is entirely owing 
to our not obſerving or duly applying one 
or more of theſe. ” And it ſo, I believe =1 
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will not be difficult now to determine abſo- 
lutely and clearly concerning moſt or all the 
Prophecies both of the old and new Teſta- 
ment, whether they are true and of divine 
original, or no; whatever controverſies there 
have been, or Rill are, about them, or how- 
ever ſome learned men, inſtead of clearing, 
have puzzled the cauſe they have been en- 
in. 

And certain it is, that for want of ſome 
ſuch method as this of examining Prophecy 
that many have laid it open to ſome of the ob- 
jections at leaſt that have appeared againſt it. 

I begin with the Prophecy againſt Tyre, 
Jai. xx11i. moſt punctually delivered, and as 
punctually fulfilled. The very duration of 
its diſtreſs, and what ſhould happen after it, 
are foretold, v. 15. where it is ſaid, Tyre 
ſhall be forgotten ſeventy years, and, after the 
end of ſeventy years Tyre ſhall fing as an barlot; 
or, according to the Hebrew phraſe ſet down 
in the margin, It ſhall be unto Tyre as the ſong 
of an harlot. -' She ſhall again live in a luxu- 
rious and wicked manner, and the return of 
her trade and merchandiſe is here compared 
to the practice of an enticing deluding harlot. 

All that is ſaid concerning Tyre in this 
chapter was, as I ſaid, moſt punctually ful- 
filled. For-Tyre was not taken before Nebu- 
chadnezzar took it, and it was reſtored by 
the favour of the Per/iaz monarchs ſome time 
after the return of the Jews from 
in the days of Darius Hyſtaſpes. 

All this was foretold by Iſaiah about one 
hundred twenty five years before it began to be 
accompliſhed, . And therefore it was abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for him to conjecture 2 
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And I would fain have ſome tolerable ac- 
count how the Prophet came by the foreknow- 
ledge thus expreſs'd, but by Divine Revela- 
tion. 

The fame things are foretold by Jeremiah 

and Ezekiel , and now ſtand upon * 
as laſting inſtances of true Propheey. 
In [ſatah, c. xxxiv, there is a JS 
of things that came to paſs ſome ages after 
they were foretold ; namely, the deſtruction 
of the enemies of the Fews, which have been 
long ago deſtroy'd, as appears from many 
hiſtories. Here are particulars ſet down well 
known to have taken place long after this 
Prediction. 

From the beginning of the ſixth verſe to 
the end of the chapter the utter depopulation 
of Jaumea is fotetold, and deſcribed in the 
moſt lively and affecting terms, by the ſtrong- 


eſt and moſt expreſſive images: ſo that there 
can be no doubt of the meaning of the Pro- 


phecy. And if this has been long done; if 
the deſcription of the moſt deſolate and for- 


lorn condition of that country, given in this 


chapter, has long been verified; if it now lies 


in the ruinous ſtate there deſcribed; is it 


poſſible to doubt whether this be a true Pro- 
phecy or no? 

It is expreſsly faid that this country ſhall lie 
waſte from generation to generation, for ever and 
ever, v. 10, 17. which ſignifies at leaſt that it 


ſhall be in this condition a long time; but moſt 


bly that it will never recover from i it. 
Now if it be certainly true that Idumea or 
Edom has long continued in this deſolate 
condition, and is not at all likely ever to riſe 
out of it, K nation ; here 
FR is 
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is a manifeſt inſtance of a Prophecy fulfill'd. 
The E I ſhall mention ſhall be that 
in Amos i. 5. againſt Damaſeus and Syria, 
in which the very place to which the inhabi- 
tarits of Syria were to be catried captives is 
named. This Prophecy was evidently fulfilled 
"PAN about fifty years after it was deliver'd, when 
ton on eegtath-piteſer King of Aria killd Rexin 
the place king of Syria, and carried his ,peaple-captives 
to ** 1 1 named in the 2 
And therefore Prophecy is lainly a 
minutely ful filled. we 4 
But if the Prophecy is not thought to have 
heen delivered long enough before it was ful - 
filled, let us conſider that which we fead of 


1 Nings xiii. 2. naming the very et aq 


Fofiah, who ſhould do p things f. 
which was fulfill'd moſt minutely, as we read 


2 Kings xxiii. 16. above three Dede years 
after it was delivered : and that of Haiab 


concerning Cyrus named thrice in Jſaiah, 
Chap. xliv. v. 28. and Chap. xlv. v. 1. 


two hundred years before he was born, and in 
-whom * moſt exactly fulfil- 
2 Chron: led“. This Hiſtory is ſo well known, that 


xxvi. za, there can be no miſtake nor impoſition in this 


u . caſe. And how they that are no friends to 

_ Prophecy can get rid of the —_ of «this, I 

àm entirely at a loſs to ĩ 

There is nothing but What may: be denied 

or contradicted. But I-would-know what can 

be offered with the leaſt a of-reaſon, 

or that will bear any examination, to ſhew that 

this is not a- Plain, -a clear, and diſtinct Pro- 
Pheey: or that it was not exactly fulfillꝰd. 

J could mention other Prophecies of the 

-Old 'F eſtament as * verified as theſe I 


have 


faick upon 


( 43) 
have mentioned. Dr. Sykes in his. Principles 


an Conneftion of Natural and Reveal d Reh- 


gion, has conſider'd ſeveral of them, and ſet 
them in ſo clear a light, that I think k may 
leave the iſſoe of this cauſe upon what He hath 
this ſubject. 

But perhaps it may be needful here to ob- 
viate an objection that may be made, not 1n- 
deed to thoſe Prophecies "nicks, but to 
ſome that perhaps do not appear ſo plainly as 
others to have been true Prophecies. I may 
be told that I ought to give ſome fatisfaftory 


proof that all thoſe Prophecies which Taler 


to come from God really did ſo; or otherwiſe 
ta allow men to reject them as ſpurious. This 
would lead me too far, viz. to examine the 
evidence for each book of ſeripture, and what 
authority there is to believe it wrote at the 
time when it is ſaid to be wrote. But it ſeems 
ſafficient, and all that is neceſſary, to prove the 
books wrote befpre the facts they foretell. At 
the ſame time that I fay this, I am far from 
thinking that we ' ought to require evidences 
equally ſtrong for every thing we aſſent to, 
even in things of this nature. 

I own that the evidences we have for ſome 
Praphecies of the Old Feſtament are not ſo 
ſtrong as thoſe e have for others. Nor is jt 


neceflary they ſhould ; becauſe they may be 


ſufficient juſtly to determine our aſſent, tha” 


they fall ork of foe cher gridences,” The 
age of ſome Prophecies is ſuch, 8 
teral evidences can be o prove the 
books which contain them, wi du I 
the facts. Here therefore we muſt reſt upon 


wo evidence than we do where we have ather 


books and other authority to confirm what 
G 2 we 


| i 44) 
ve aſſent” tor However in this caſe there 
is not wanting ſufficient ground of aſſent, 
founded on the internal character of che books 
1 themſelves. 8 
I have inſiſted here Owe ch actual 
"fulfilling of a Prophecy, and the diſtance of 
time between it's being delivered and fulfilled, 
as evidences: of its being a true Prophecy. 
For theſe 7 = ene cleareſt we can have, 
eſpecially of Prophecies delivered man 
ago. Nor ean I find any objeRtion of faffcient 
_ ſtrength to-weaken theſe evidence. 
As for the other marks I gave of a true 
Prophecy, Sect. III. we need not, as I there 
obſerved, have recourſe to them all in the 
examination of every Prophecy. It is enough 
clearly to eſtabliſn the truth of any antient 
Prophecy, that it was evidently: x verde 5 
after it was delivered. N 


s E CT. IX. 


| That ſome n of the Old Teftamen ent 
Plainiy relate to Jelas Chriſt. 
1 F it be proved as deny that ſome of the 
— 4-6 of the Old Teſtament relate to 
F Sar. Chriſt, as it has been proved that ſome 
| of that book have been fulfilled, 
1 — no one need to doubt that Jeſus was 
the Perſon deſigned in them. Indeed this has 
been done ſo evidently by ſeveral learned men, 
that I ſhall content myſelf with naming only 
two or three Prophecies of the Old Teſtament 


which appear to have been punctually fulfilled 
in Jeſus Cbriſt, and refer you to ſome other 


8 for other aa explained. 


I think 


A 
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I think I may ſafely begin with the famous 
Prophecy of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 10. The ſcepter 
| not ' depart from Fudah, nor a law-giver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come, and 


unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be. 
Whichſoever of the various ſignifications 


of the Word $hilob, mentioned by Mr. Poole 


upon the place you take, it is hardly applica- 
ble to any perſon but the great Meſſiah or 
Anointed ſo often ſpoken of in the Prophecies 


of the Old Teſtament. And the Jetoiſb Tal- 
mud, the three Chaldee Paraphraſts, and ſeveral 


of the later Fews themſelves refer it to him “: 


which theſe certainly would not have done — 


without full conviction, becauſe it gives the 


Chriſtians ſo good a ground to apply this 


Prophecy to their Meſſiah, i. e. to Teſus 
Chriſt. And the Fews have ran themſelves into 


ſeveral ne: Abſurdities to avoid the force + Poole, 
of ir. ibid. 


That Judab did not Geld to be a 7 ribe, and 
to have a power of juriſdiction, to give and 
execute laws, till the time of Jeſus Chriſt ; is 


fo plain a fact, that no one can deny it. And 
that Judab loſt all civil power and authority, 


and ceaſed to be a Tribe, or to have any go- 
vernment ſoon after our bleſſed Saviour's 
time, cannot be denied. And that the gather- 


other nations beſide the Jes (as the Jews 


themſelves underſtand the expreſſion „) was | Poole, 
unto Shilob ; and that many of the heathens ib4- 


ſoon own'd Feſus their Lord, and embraced 


his doctrine, is granted by all. What remains 


then but that he was certainly the Shilob here 
Th en of? Nor is it eaſy for hiſtory to relate 


eſe facts more plainly 2 


ing of the people, or Gentiles, the people of 
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* John and Nicogemus * 


xix. 42. 
+ Matt. 


xxVii. 60. 


John 
xix. 41. 


this Prophecy has delivered them above . 
teen hundred years before they happened. 


he was crucified between two thieves: 


.crantlaged, He 
the wicked, and his death upon 
ſhall puniſh the rich, thoſe wicked m 
that — 5 bis death, and brought 
the grave, Pilate, and the great on 
Jews; as he did in an exemplary manner on 
1 himſelf, and not long afterwards _— 
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The next Prophecy concerning Chritt | 1 
ſhall mention, — 4 in Jaa. ii. where 
his life and ſufferings, with their effects, are 
fo plainly deſcribed, and anſwer ſo exactly to 
the Goſpel Hiſtory, that I am perſuaded that 
both Jews and other 'unbelievery would be 
glad to get rid of this chapter, by proving it 
to relate to ſome other matters, _ 

I think I need not go through the ſeveral 
particulars of this remarkable Prophecy, but 
may leave the reader to compare them with the 
Hiſtory of the life and death of our Bleſſed 
Saviour. There is, however, one conſidera- 
ble difficulty in the chapter, namely, in theſe 
words, v. 9. He made his graue with the 
wicked, and with the rich in bis death, tho* our 
Lord could not properly be ſaid to have 4 
his grave, or been buried, with the wicked, 
ſince he was buried by Joſeph of Arimatbea 
, two. rich men, in the new 
tomb of the former +, which he had hewed gut 
in a rock, and wherein was never men yet laid |. 
He might be ſaid indeed to have been buried 
with, or by the rich ; for both theſe men were 
rich, who joined in the ſame care of his bu- 
rial. And he certainly died with the wicked ; 


But this expreſſion may perhaps be better 
ſhall recompenca his grave upon 
tht rich; he 


_— 
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the Jews, by bringing the Romans upon them, 
who utterly doftroyed their polity, and made 
moſt Arcadful havock amongſt them, accord- 
ing to our Saviour's expreſs predictions. This 
ſenſe the Hebrew Words will well bear. And 
it 4s entirely ſuitable to the following words, 
Becauſe he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in bit mouth. This is a good reaſon 
why his death ſhould be feverely puniſhed:; 
but no "reaſon, why he ſhould die with the 
eicked FA.” 
The next I ſhall cite is that in Haggai, 
_P ii. v. 3—9. upon rebuilding the temple 
at Feruſulem, Who is left among you that ſaw 
this houſe in ber firſtiglory ? und how do ye fee 
it now ? is it not in your eyes in compariſon of it, 
@s nothing? yet now he ftrong, O -Zerubbabel, 
faith the Lord, and be ſtrang, O Foſhua fon of 
Faſedech the higb prieſt; and be ſtrong all ye 
le of the land, ſaith the Lard, and work : 
for I am with you ſaith the. Lord of boſts; ac- 
cording to the word that I covenanted with you = 
toben ye came out of Egypt, ſo my fbirit remain- | 
erb among you : fear ye not. For thus ſaith the 9 
Lord ef hoſts, - Yet: once, it is à little while, and. a 
1 will. ſpake the heavens, and the earth, and the : _ 
iſea, aud the dry land: and Iwill ſhale all na. 1 
tions, and tbe deſire of all nations hall come, 
-and I will fill this houſe with giory, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts. The filver is mine, and the. gold 
is mine, faith the Lord of boſts. The ow of 
[this latter houſe ſhall be greater than of the 
former, | ſaith: the Lord of hoſts : and in tbis 
Place wwill I give peace, ſaith the Lord of haſts. 


Pr. Hybers Principles and Conn. p. 163. and. kis 
Eſſay upon the Truth Y the Chriſtian Religion, p. 256. 
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There was to be ſomething to raiſe the dig- 
nity of the ſecond temple above that of the 
firſt. But this could not be the ificence 
of its ſtructure: for it was in the eyes of thoſe 
who ſaw it in c ſon of the former tem- 
® Ezra iii. ple, as nothing: ſo that many of the prieſts 
12, 13. and Levites, and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men that had ſeen the firſt houſe, 
when the foundation of this houſe was laid be- 
fore their eyes, wept with a loud voice, whilſt 
many were ſhouting aloud for joy: ſo that the 
People could not diſcern the noiſe of the ſhouting 
of joy, from the noiſe of the weeping of the peo- 
ple: for the people ſhouted with a loud ſhout, 
and the noiſe was heard afar off. Yet this latter 
temple was to exceed the former in glory. 
And the Prophet ſays expreſsly in the name of 
the Lord of Hoſts, that the defire of all nations 
ſhall come; and that God will. fill this houſe 
with glory, and give peace in this place, namely 
by the preſence of him who 1s here called 
the defire of all nations, who is eminently our 
wt + Eph. ii. Peace T, as he has reconciled us to God ||, and 
. 14 as he preached. peace to all mankind, both 
1 "0 —_— Jews and Gentiles,” to them which were afar 
dey 3, ig. of, and unacquainted with their duty to God, 
Col. i. 20, as well as to them that. were nigh, and had 
21. _ received inſtructions from heaven. But 
: Eph ii. before this there were to be t convul- 
7 ſions and diſturbanees in ſeveral parts of the 
world, expreſſed here by ſhaking the heavens, 
and the earth, and the ſea, and the dry land, 
18 according to the known prophetic language, 
EIS + and explained by baking all nations. Yet once, 
N it is a little while, and I will ſhake the bea- 
' vens, &c. There ſhall be very great altera- 
tions, and in a little time what is here 1 4 


1 
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( 49 ) 
told ſhall begin; as it did in the wars and 
commotions amongſt the Grecians, Perſians, 
and Romans. Ihe Perſian monarchy was over- 
turned by the Grecians; and theſe were after- 
wards conquered by the Romans, who had 
many civil diſſentions amongſt themſelves after 
they had ſubjected moſt of the known world 
to their government. 
If ſuch commotions as are deſcribed by 

g the' heavens, the earth, the ſea, and he 
dry land and by "ſhaking all nations; did be- 
gin ſoon after this Prophecy was delivered, 
and continue till near the time of Chriſt's 
birth; and if he evidently anſwered the cha- 
rafter of the: Deſire of all nations, and a perſon 
whoſe preſence could fill a houſe or temple with 
glory, and make it more illuſtrious than a 
much more cent building, and give 
peace to mankind; I think it muſt be allowed 


that this Prophecy i is clearly fulfilled in all irs 


As for the commotions foretold, the 
are well known -to have taken place in a mo 
remarkable manner. And whether Jeſus was 

BR to whom the deſcription above 
anſwers, I appeal to the Hiſtory of his his 
life, — reſurrection, and — into 
Heaven, and to the peace which God offered 
by Him to the Fews and then to the Gen- 
tiles; that peace which was to bring the re- 


volting world back to their duties and alle 


glance to God, and to make them per- 
* happy: that peace which he be 
to and which his Apoſtles taught 


in his name. All theſe are at leaſt as well 


atteſted as any facts in antient hiſtory, as 
they are related ſeveral perſons whoſe 
writings are extant on ſt us, and who could 


not but know whe eſe things were true 
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( 59) 
or falſe, and could have no' intereſt in im- 
poſing their readers, and as they were 
confi by many who were ſo far from hav- 
ing any end to ſerve by inventing them, that 
they endured the greateſt evils cruelty could 
upon them, and death itſelf in confirma- 
tion of theſe things. And this was 
delivered five hundred and ſeventeen years 
before the birth of Chrift. 
I fhall juſt mention the remarkable Pro- 
phecy of Daniel, Chap. ix. in which the very 
time of our Bleſſed Saviour's coming is ſet 
down, and ſo many circumſtances of it ex- 
actly foretold, that one cannot deny it to 
relate to him, whatever difficulties may oc- 
cur in fixing the time minutely hen the ſe- 
venty weeks there ſpoken of begun. The 
learned have varied indeed in their opinions 
upon this head, and upon one or two par- 
riculars of the Prophecy; But that he 
who will carefully conſider the words of 
the Prophecy, will be fo far ſatisfied at leaft 
as not to think the difficulties attending it 


_ outweigh the clear evidence of over 2 


which it appears that What 
moſt exactly foretold above five hundred 2 
fifty years before it came to paſs. ,' Twill 
therefore give you the words of this Pro- 
phecy, and the Exph 
weeks are determined upon 
thy boly city, to finiſh the W aud 10 
make an end of ſins, and to make reconciliation 
in everlaſting: ES; 
neſs, ind to ſeal up the 1 Vi fron and . 
to anoint the moſt holy. a 

Seventy weeks] i. e. Of wells of years; or 
even times RIO: years. - N the Prophet 

intended 


I . 
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intended to ſpeak of the ordinary weeks of 
ſeven days, he would have called them fo, 
as he does Chap. x. 2. In thoſe Days I Daniel 
was mourning three weeks of days. And again 
ver. 3. neither did I anoint myſelf till three 
weeks of days were fulfilled. Seventy weeks 
therefore are here four hundred and ninety 
Fears. | | 

Are determined upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy city.] i. e. are fixed ; contain a period of 
time ſettled and determined, which very nearly 
concerns people the Fews, and "the rity 
which thou calleſt Holy. 

To finiſh tranſgreſſion.] At the end of four 
hundred and ninety years, the meaſure of the 
miquities of the Jews ſhall be filled up, and 
their future tranſgreſſion ſhall be no _ 
conſidered. 

And to make an end of fin.) or to Gal up 
fin. Their Puniſhment (for that is the mean- 
ing of fn) is dated from that time. They 
-- hoy no longer the peculiar people of 
And to make reconciliation for miquity.] At 
the end of the ſaid four hundred and ninety 
years, God will ſhew his readineſs to admit 
= revolting world into favour, and to par 
don their iniquities. 

And to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs] 
Then will the law of ev teouſneſs 
be promulged to all and 5- at law of 
rectitude of life which ſhall continue to all for 
ever. 
Aud to ſeal up the Viſton.] Then ſhall God 
1 1 f wa; 1. e. confirm, what has been 
diſcovered to his Prophets in Vifions concern- 
ing the Meſſiah. 
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( 52) 
And the Prophecy.) It is in the original, 
and the Prophet. Then ſhall God likewiſe ſet 
his ſeal to, i. e. ſhew his approbation of 


that Prophet which he has promiſed. 


And to anoint the moſt Holy.) And then 
ſhall he veſt with all power that moſt holy 
one, who ſhall declare the will of God, and 

rove his miſſion by miracles, and finall 
ſhall be made king of that kingdom whic 
God will at that time ſet up in the world. 

This I think to be the obvious meaning 
of this remarkable Prophecy. Now from the 
ſeventh of Artaxerxes, Exra vii. 7. to the paſ- 
ſion of Chriſt are preciſely four hundred and 
ninety years. 

Suppoſe now that there are or may be 
ſome difficulties, or intricacies in the expreſ- 
ſions of ſo remarkable a Prophecy, would 
that prove, that this or ſuch like predictions 
are of no uſe or ſervice ? 

In other cafes we make large allowances 
for the want of ſufficient information con- 
cerning circumſtances of antiquity, or other 
matters neceſſary to the giving an exact and 
clear account of things: we do not imme- 
diately conclude a thing falſe becauſe we are 
ignorant of ſome circumſtances of it, or can- 
not take off the force of every abjection to it: 
and think it enough to determine our aſſent, 
that the evidence for it is ſtronger than what 
we think can be fairly urged againſt it. And 
why we ſhould not do the ſame in this caſe 1 is 
ſomething hard to ſay. 

This Prophecy was ſo well underſtood by 
Nebumias a Fewiſh Rabbi, who lived fifty 
years before Chriſt, that he faid that the 


time of the Meſſiah * in it could not 


be 


(53) 
be at a greater diſtance than thoſe fifty 


years. 

I think I have ſaid enough to ſhew that 
ſome Prophecies of the old Teſtament plainly 
foretold the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, and di- 


Upon what terms theſe were to be given 


they might learn in great meaſure from the 
moral precepts of the old Teſtament; and 


the many declarations there made of the per- 


| fect holineſs and impartial juſtice, as well 

| as great goodneſs of God. 

| 1 
rn 


a An objection is anſiwered concerning the 
l citing and application of Prophecies from 
g the Old Teftament in the New. 


s | | 
1 Son are very fond of ſuppoſing a miſ- 
r PF application of Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
d ment in the New; and ſeem to think they 
= have confuted Chriſtianity by an inſtance or 
re two of ſuch ſuppoſed miſapplication. I think 
n- theſe perſons have been ſufficiently anſwered 
it: by ſeveral learned men, who have ſhewn that 
t, ſome of their inſtances were not deſigned as 
lat applications of the Prophecies cited any other- 
ad wiſe than by way of accommodation. As 
is when our Bleſſed Saviour ſays to the Scribes 
and Phariſees, Matt. xv. 7, 8, 9. Well did 
by = Ijaias 
— * Grot. de verit. I. v. c. 14. Nebuchadvezzar's dream, 


and Daniels interpretation of it [ Dan. ji. 2. ] are plainly 
not fulfilled in the four great monarchies, except what - 
be mains yet to. be fulkilled. 


rected men to him as their Lord and Saviour, 
who was to give them peace and happineſs. 
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( 54 ) 


Iſaias propheſy of you, ſaying, This people draw- 
eth nigh unto me with their mouth, &c, he does 
not mean that Iſaiab foretold the behaviour of 
the Jets in his time; for it is moſt evident 
that what he here cites from Jſaiab xxix. 13. 
was ſpoke by the Prophet with relation to the 
Jeus in Iſaiab's time. But his meaning is plainly 
this, Tou anſwer to the charaBer Te Iſaiah gives 
of thoſe to whom he ſpoke, as if that character 
was intended for you. Again, theſe words ſo 
on quoted in yn New Teſtament. Hear 
N but undenſtand not, &c. Iſaiah vi. 9, 
* Matt. and applied to thoſe ta whom our 
Xii. 14. Bleſſed Saviour and hisApoſtles were ſpeaking, 
＋* . were certainly ſpoke by the Prophet to the 
Luke viii. Jews in his own time, and have the ſame 
10. ſignification with the former. So that be- 
* ohn xil- fore you pretend that a Prophecy is miſapplied 
Aa. xxviiiin the New Teſtament, you ought to Here 
26. that what you affirm to be a Prophecy is ſuch, 
Rom xi. if denied to be one; and that the application 
2 of it was deſigned to ſignify that it was 
properly fulfilled in the perſons or things to 
which it is applied. For if the words of 
Prophets are ſometimes applied in another 
ſenſe, as I have ſhewn they certainly are in 
theſe two inſtances, we are not immediately 
to conclude that what is cited in the New 
Teſtament from one of the Prophets, and 
ſaid to be fulfilled in ſomething ſpoken of, is 
ſuppoſed there to be a proper p Ron of it. 
This obſervation alone is ſufficient to pre- 
vent great miſtakes, and remove ſome ob- 


jections made to the conduct of the apoſtles. 


wy SECT. 
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s EO f. XI. 


Some Prophecies delivered in the New Teta- 
mum plainly fulfilled. 


OU=® Bleſſed Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, 
whom he is encouraging againſt 
cution, Think wot that I am come 10 — 
on earth : I came not to ſend peace, but @ ſcword. 
For I am come to ſet a man at variance againſt 
1 and the daughter againſt her mother, 
ughter-m-law againſt ber motber- in- 
law. ed ntfs el anne of bis own 
houſhold, Matt. x. 34, 35, 36 . * Luke xii. 
It 1s certain that this is not to be interpreted 51,5 2,53- 
as a declaration of our Bleſſed Saviour's inten- 
tion. And ſurely it cannot be a deſcription 
of the tendency of his doctrine, which was 
plainly the very reverſe ; a tendency to peace 
and concord, oh univerſal benevolence, which 
his whole life encouraged by a ſteady example. 
It remains then that this was a prediction of 
the ill uſe men would make of his excellent = 
doctrine; that they would make his peaceful i 
and benevolent. religion an occaſion; of con- | 
tention and cruelty, devaſtation. and de- 
ſtruction. Nor is it. uncommon to _— 
mere events, as if they were primarily or 
principally the "things intended. Thus in 
common we ſay a man ſeeks, or 
pures his own deſtruction, when he does 
that which in the courſe of things tends to it. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour would neither have 
preached, nor lived as he did, if he had de- 
ſigned to ſow the ſeeds of contention, cruelty 
and — 4 men, or had not de- 
if — 


(56) 

ſigned on the contrary the greateſt good to 
mankind. | 

Now whether this 8 of his has 
been fulfilled or not, or whether it is not 
ſtill fulfilling, both the learned and the ig- 
norant may be appealed to, every one that 
knows any thing at all of the condition and 
behaviour of Chriſtians, and how men have 
treated one another upon. Fee of ao 
Chriſtian Religion 

There bas hardly been an age-. ſince the 
time of Chriſt, or a nation where Chriſtianity 
has obtained, in which this Prophecy has not 
been moſt evidently verified; in which the 
warmeſt and moſt bloody contentions, and 
the greateſt cruelties, have not taken place, 
amongſt the neareſt relations and deareſt 
friends, upon this ſubject. | 
How many have been drove from place 
to place, ſtript of all their poſſeſſions, de- 
prived of every thing that tends to make 
life comfortable and defirable, racked and 
tortured by various arts of cruelty, and at 
laſt received the only inftance of kindneſs 
and humanity from their 1mplacable enemies, 
namely a deprivation of life, upon ence 
of the Chriſtian Religion? This has been 
made the occaſion of ſuch cruelties, not only 
by profeſſed enemies, but age” friends 
to Chriſtianity, who have ſet up their own 
authority in the room of the authority of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; and made themſelves abſolute maſters; 
fathers, and guides of his ſervants, directly 
contrary to his expreſs and ftrift prohibition, 
Matt. xxiii. 8, 97 10. And let any one put 
another ſenſe upon our | Bleſſed Saviour s 
Words than he | orbidding all human autho- 


rity 
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rity in matters of belief, that can. This was 
the ſenſe in which the Scribes and Phariſees 
pretended to be Fathers, Maſters, and Guides ; 
in oppoſition to whoſe claim our bleſſed Sa- 
viour forbids his diſciples to take ſuch denomi- 
nations upon themſelves, or give them to any 
other men. 

And are not theſe cruelties practiſed now by 
che pretended. Catholick Church? Is not that 
Church plainly. and literally antichriſtian in 
taking the authority of Chriſt upon her ? Can 
it act more in oppoſition to Chriſt, than to 
claim ſuch power to itſelf? Nor will its re- 
taining of the Chriſtian name and ſome Chri- 
ſtian doctrines prove, that it is not Antichriſt, 
whilſt it acts in oppoſition to the authority 
of Chriſt and to that piety and univerſal cha- 
rity he requires. It has not only greatly cor- 
rupted the true religion, but may well be ſaid 

as it is, Rev. xvii. 6. to be drunken with the 
Blood of the. ſaints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jeſus, of thoſe that regard his word 
and authority rather. than any man's upon 
earth. And it is plain from the deſcription 
there given, and the place it has in the book, 
that the Church of Rome is meant. 
But is it not ſtrange that the moſt benevo- 
lent and peaceful religion | ſhould; be made an 

_ occaſion: of the; fierceſt contentions and the 
greateſt cruelties ? How, could Chriſtianity 
give ſuch offence to any part of mankind as 
to excite them to uſe its profeſſors ſo barba- 
rouſly as the heathen perſecutors uſed them? 
How could they be provoked to ſuch cruelties 
enen men of the ſtricteſt Werden and moſt 
I inoffen- 
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- moſt extenſive charity and 


with both, andevery thing contrary to the quar- 
rels, diſorders, and cruelties it has occaſionally 


(53) 
moffenſive in their lives; againft men of the 
moſt kind and benevolent behaviour, and the 
goodneſs ? And it 
we can find a reaſon for this, how ſhall we 
account for the moſt pernicious quarrels, the 
cruelties and murders that have been and are 
amongſt Chriſtians themſelves, upon pretence 
of their Religion? Can any of them juſtify 
theſe things with the leaft appearance of Rea- 
fon ? Are not they directly and moſt evidently 
contrary to the Religion they profeſs ? | 
However ſtrange and unaccountable theſe 
things may feem at the firſt view, when we 
conſider the paſſions of men, we cannot be at 
a loſs for an account of them. 

If indeed all men were refolved to act ac- 
cording to the principles of reafon, and the 
beſt information they could get of their duty; 
there could be no room for the miſchieſs 
ken of; Chriſtians could not be perſecuted by 
any perſons, much leſs would they perſecute 
one another ; their Religion would recommend 
irſelf and them to all that ſhould be acquainted 


produced, would be clearly ſeen to be the ge- 
nuine effect of it. Zut as bad men turn the beſt 
things into miſchief and deſtruction, the beſt 
Religion is made by them to ſerve the worſt 
purpoſes, the very contrary to thoſe it was 
intended by our Bleſſed Saviour to anſwer, 
and for which it is in itſelf fit and neceſſary. 
They quarrel, and do mifchief to one another, 
not in obedience to the commands of Chriſt, 
but in direct oppoſition to them. They ſet 
up their own authority, as already obſerved, 
inſtead of . to his. Nor is it ſo 


much 


and fury. They 


( 39) 
much Religion, as their own ambition and 
ſelfiſh views, that they promote by their zeal 
would diftate religion to 
one another, and force their own forms of it as 
ity offers. And when any thing of 
this kind is attempted, it is always trom igno- 


rance, miſtake, or bad views; either religion 
is made a meer cloke for the worſt deſigns and 


practices; or men entertain falſe notions of 
peace, or of authority; or they are ignorant 
of true Religion. And it is well known that 
a great ſhare of zeal commonly ſupplies the 
place of good underſtanding and found judg- 
ment: And the artifice of ſome eaſily in- 
fpires others with zeal for what is falſe, abſurd, 
and miſchievous, inſtead of teaching them 
what is true and juſt, and of the happieſt con- 
ſequence to mankind. The great miſchief is, 
that men of good underftanding, and good 
learning too, have been, and are too often 
borne down, and forced to ſubmit to what 
they cannot prevent. 

But if our Blefſed Saviour foreſaw how men 
would abuſe his doctrine ; that they would 
make it a pretence for the greateſt impiety and 
the greateſt cruelty ; and therefore make them- 
ſelves and one another worſe and more miſera- 
ble inſtead of being better and happier for 
it, as they certainly would be if they made a 


right uſe of it; if, I ſay, our Bleſſed Saviour 


foreſaw that by perverting the ends of his Reli- 
gion they w make it an occaſion .of the 
greateſt evils inſtead of the greateſt. good ; 


ould it not have been better for him not to 


Have taught it, however good in itſelf ? For 
where is the advantage 


to mankind in poſſeſ- 
ſing what migbt be beneficial, if it be really 
I 2 foreſeen 


; ( 60 ) 
foreſeen that it would prove hurtful and de- 
ſtructive to them? 

This, I think, is eaſily anſwered from what 
has been already obſerved. For it is plain 
from thence, that as the doctrine of Chriſt 
tends in itſelf to the peace and happineſs of 
men, it was his deſign to effect theſe by it. 
The religion of Chriſt was to offer men great 
and powerful motives to rectitude of action, 
or true holineſs of life : it was not to give 
mankind - any mere ſpeculative propoſitions, 

| uſeleſs to good morals, but it was to promote 
virtue and univerſal goodneſs, by inculcating 
principles that would make every ſerious per- 
1on more careful and intent upon his true hap- 
pineſs. A creature endowed with reaſon, was 

to uſe this advantage, not to abuſe it: and if 
many have abuſed it, that is no more a reaſon 
why it ſhould not be given to them, than it is 
a reaſon why they ſhould not have any ſuch 
faculty as reaſon, becauſe many do abuſe that 
too. And if men pervert this gracious deſign, 
and turn that to their hurt and deſtruction which 
is intended for their greateſt benefit and advan- 
tage, the fault is plainly theirs, and the ſame 

- whether foreſeen or unforeſeen, foretold or not 
foretold, ſince it proceeds from their own per- 
verſeneſs. It ſeems rather indeed to be an aggra- 

vation of it that it was foretold by our Bleſſed 
Saviour, ſince that was a kind caution to them 
not to be guilty of it. And this perhaps may 
have kept many from it, who would other- 

; wiſe have been involved in the common guilt. 
Let it be further obſerved, that this perverſe- 

- neſs and cruelty does not, nor ever did univer- 

. ſally take place : amongſt Chriſtians. They 

that underſtand, and are reſolved to Pens 
9 v2! | 8 1 e 
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( 61) 
the Religion of Chriſt, will never be guilty of 
it. Such perſons always did, and always will 
abhor it. So that our Religion has its proper 
influence, and its happy effects upon them, 
and therefore was not delivered in vain, tho? 
too many make it an occaſion of miſchief and 


diſtraction. 


I thought it proper to cken this remarkable 
Prophecy of our Bleſſed Saviour from objec- 
tions, as well as to obſerve how evidently it 
has been fufilled, and is fulfilling. 

Nor is it leſs evident that he foretold the 
deſtruction of the Temple and City of Feruſa- 
lem, and ſuch particular circumſtances of it, as 
no human conjecture could have diſcovered, 


forty years before they punctually took place. 


The only thing that has. confounded this 
Prophecy, 1s that ſome have confounded the 
ſeveral parts of this prediction of our Lord; 
applying what he has ſaid about the end of 


the world to what he has ſaid about the de- 


ſtruction of Feruſalem. Whereas the ſeveral 
parts of this Prophecy ſhould be kept diſtinct, 
and by comparing what the ſeveral Evangeliſts 
have ſaid, and by filling up, or ſupplying 


from One, what the Other may have omitted, 


it will be eaſy to keep diſtinct, what concerns 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and what relates 


to the End of the World. 


The deſtruction of Feruſalem our Saviour 


clearly foretold; and in ſuch words as exactly 


anſwer to the Event : and for which the Ap- 


peal is made to Foſephus, a Few, an eye- 
witneſs; and to other hiſtoriats who relate 


what happened forty te after the Crucifixion 
of our Lord, 
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I ſhall next conſider, Rev. ix. 20, 21. com- 
pared with 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. in which places 
ve have a plain deſcription of the preſent cor- 
ruptions that were forctold to ariſe in the 
Church of Chrift- | 

Upon the founding of the trumpet of the 
ſixth angel, ſpoken of Rev. ix. 13. a great 
deſtruction is plainly foretold, which is de- 
ſcribed likewiſe upon the ſncth angel's pour- 
ing out of his vial, Chap. 16. and was, I 
think moſt evidently fulfilled in the ueſts 
made by the Turks in Alia Minor, not 
ceaſing till they had got the Empire of Conftan- 
tinople: And from that time it is well known 
what a torment they have been to Europe. 

They who would be further ſatisfied in this 
particular may conſult Sir [aac Newton and 
Mr. Mede. 

The four Angels are ſaid to be looſed, 

See Mr. Rev. ix. 15. which were prepared for an hour, 
Med upon and a day, and a month, and & year, for to ſlay the 


the place. ird part of men, who are ſaid, v. 18. to be #il- 


See Mr. led by the fire, the ſmoak, and the brimſtone, iſſuing 
Medehere. out of the mouths of the Horſes deſcribed in 
the Verſc before. The Apoſtle goes on, and 

ſays, v. 20, 21. And the reſt of the men which 

chere not killed by theſe plagues, yet repented not 

of the works of their hands, that they ſhould not 
worſhip devils, or the Souls of dead men, as 

che word du here tranſlated devils is well 
known to ſignify, and idols of gold and filver, 

und braſi, and flone, and of wood : which nei- 

tber can fee, nor bear, nor wall: neither re- 
-pented they of their murders, nor of their force- 


ries, 


* The ſounding of the Trumpets, and the pouring out 
of the Vials, are Synchronals; the Vials anſwering to the 
Trumpets in their order. Sir IJ Newton. Pl 
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ries,* nor of their fornications, nor of their 
thefts. This is what I would particularly inſiſt 
on, becauſe it is intelligible to the meaneſt 

capacities, and will help to explain what 
St. Paul has ſaid, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3 The 
Apoſtle's Words are theſe, Noto the Spirit 
ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times (an 
expreſſion commonly fignifying the times of 
the Meſſias ) ſome ſhall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to feducing ſpirits, and dactrines of 
devils || ; ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, having their 


2 feared with a bot iron ; forbidding ta 
to abſtain from meats, 


marry, and 
which God hath created to be recerved with 
thankſgiving of them which believe and know the 
Mus. 

Here are indeed different! particulars men- 
cloned in theſe paſſages ; but all of them fuch 
as deſcribe a general corruption, and are, I 
think, plainly applicable to the church of Rome. 

As for their worſhipping of Demons,” or the 


fouls of dead men, to which the doFrines of 


Demons plainly relates, it is moſt evident that 
they pray to Saints as well as Angels, who 
may hkewiſe comme under the denomination of 
Demons, according to the common ſenſe of 
the word amongſt the antients. They pray 
directly to theſe for Bleſſings of every kind, 
as abundantly appears from their books of de- 
votion. 

And that they -worſhip images as truly as 
ever any nation of Hearhons did, is manifeſt 
from hence, that whatever honour or worſhip 
Heathens ever gave to images, papiſts give 
them exactly the ſame. 7 ſppoſe ſome 


Divinity 
+ Dr. Niiib) upon the place. 
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Divinity reſiding in them; ſome Power, ſome 


Being who works miracles of various kinds : 
and this draws from the people a worſhip and 
honour to the image, and alienates their minds 
from the great God, whom alone they ought 
to ſerve. 

How far they may be charged with murders, 
and with giving encouragement many ways to 
vice, is too plainly to be ſeen : The ſetting 
up of human authority inſtead of divine ; the 
preferring the mere belief of their doctrines 
and conformity to their modes and ceremonies 
of worſhip before the weightier matters of the 


Matt.xxiii /aw of God, before integrity of mind and a 


23. 


good life, contrary to the plain words of Scrip- 
ture in many places, and to common ſenſe and 


reaſon; and their moſt ſhocking cruelties 


which too frequently fall upon none but inno- 
cent and virtuous perſons, ſuch as dare not 
diſſemble in matters of Religion, and conſe- 
quently how far they encourage hypocriſy, 1s 
notorious. One ſcandalouſly immoral may 
live unhurt, and almoſt unblamed, amongſt 
them, whilſt he who has ſenſe enough to be 
rationally religious, and Chriſtianity enough 
to pay a due regard to the Holy Scriptures, 
and integrity enough to confeſs his real ſenti- 
ments, 1s ſtrip 
inhumanly tortured, and barbarouſly put to 
death, by them. 


What are their Sorceries, Pages, but their 


artful impoſing on men's ſenſes, and making 

them to believe that they may obtain the 
vour of God, by things ſubſtituted by ſlight 
of hand in the place of virtue and true Reli- 


gion? Such are Abſolutions, Indulgences, 


Penances, Pardons, Fc. 3 


ped of all worldly enjoyments, 
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Their fornications are idolatry in every 
reſpect. It is under this term that idolatry is 
uſually repreſented in Scripture, and whoever 
are guilty of ſetting up Idol Gods and Idol 
Mediators, they are ſaid to be gailty of for- 
nication. And the reaſon of this language is 
plain, if we conſider that the Church of Chriſt 
is repreſented as the Spouſe, or as married to 
the Lamb of God. Now every ſetting up of 
idols is a breach of fidelity to Him, whoſe 
property the Church is : and idolatry is ſpi- 
ritual fornication, or a delivering ' oneſelf to 
another's uſe and ſervice, when we had en- 
gaged ourſelves ſolely to Chriſt. | 

Now if this be the caſe, does not the de- 
ſcription well ſuit this pretended holy catho- 
lick church? If falſe worſhip, idolatry, mur- 
der, and the encouragement of every vice 
ſeveral ways, will entitle any ſociety or body 
of men to it, the church of Rome muſt have it 
as their own. And indeed if any Church can 

ut in a better, or { good a claim to it, I think 
it ought to have it. But that Chriſtians ſuf- 
fered greatly from the Turks from the year 
1300 or thereabout, will not be denied. Nor 
is it doubted that the tyranny, the idolatry, 
the cruelty, and ſuperſtition of the church of 
Rome, then and long before that time pretend- 
ing to be the univerſal Chriſtian Church, were 
as great as they are now. And whether they 
have repented of any of theſe crimes or not, 
after the devaſtations and deſtructions made 
firſt by the Saracens, and afterwards by the 
Turks, no one will doubt. That they have 
been greatly corrupt both in point of doc- 
trine and morals, 1s plain from every account 
of them we have, That their 1dolatry, 
3 K tyranny, 


| ®\[att. xv. 
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tyranny, and cruelty continue no body can 
deny, who knows what theſe words mean. 
Let any one therefore judge (eſpecially if 
it be allowed that the deſtruction deſcribed, 
Rev. ix. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. was wrought 
by the Turks at the time before mentioned, 
which I think is moſt evident from hiſtory) 
let any one, I fay, judge whether the fol- 
lowing words already cited, and the reft 

the men, &c. may not fairly be applied in 
a very remarkable manner to that very cor- 
rupted Church. They were not killed by the 


plagues before mentioned : yet repented not 


of their various impicties, marders, and other 
ſins. | 
And this Church is more particularly de- 
ſcribed x Tim. iv. before cited. If they have 
departed from the faith, by teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men *, and eſpecially by 
idolatry, which was always looked upon by 
the uncorrupt worſhippers of the true God as 
apoſtac from him, when practiſed by thoſe 
who have profeſſed the true Religion, and is 
always ſo repreſented in the Old Teftament ; 
if they give heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doc- 
trines of demons, if they abound in falfe, un- 
ſcriptural, abſurd and idolatrous worſhip; if they 
ſpeak lies in hypocriſy, and uſe numerous pious 
rauds, well known to all who are acquainted 
with their practices, and therefore may well be 
ſaid to have their conſcience ſeared with a hot 
inen; if they forbid to marry, and command 


to abſtain from meats, which God hath created 
to be received with thankſgiving of them which 
believe and tnow the truth; and if the Spirit 
of God ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter 
| | lime: 
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times there ſhall be ſuch perſons ; where is 
the difficulty or injuſtice of applying this 
Prophecy eminently to the Church of Rome ? 
And who 1s there that does not know that 
this Church perfectly anſwers the character 
gen in the Prophecy, but thoſe who cither 
ow little of her, or are blinded and infa- 
tuated by her monſtrous errors and deceits ? 
But ſome learned men would confine this 
deſcription to the Cataphrygians and other an- 
cient Hereticks, moſt of whom did forbid mar- 
riage, and command to abſtain from meats *, 
But though the Cataphrygians agree to one 
part of this Prophecy, they were not guilty 
of, nor ever charged with the do#7rine of Die- 
mons, nor with the Hypocriſy of ſpeaking lies. 
So that if it may be objected that theſe an- 
cient Zereticks abſolutely forbid marriage and 
the cating of fleſh ; and therefore exactly an- 
ſwer the character here given; yet I think it 
ſeems abſurd to apply the Prophecy to ſuch 
as agree but to 2 part of it, and not to thoſe 
who do all the things deſcribed in the Pro- 
ecy. 
F Dr. Mbilly ſays that this expreſſion, 
The laſt times, or, The laſt days, whenever 
we meet with it in the New Teſtament, manifeſtly 
refers to the beginnings of Chriſtianity, aud ſig- 
uiſies the laſt times of the Jewiſh ſtate, or 
Oeconomy, concurring with the times of the 
Meſfab, and the erefting of his kingdom, by 
calling the Gentiles, IT ſettling a Chriſtian 


Church 10 facceed that of the Jews t. Yet 


he allows that the Jong doctors lay this down 
| 2 


as 


* Epiphanus Her. 48. p. 410. S. 8. Whitty uon 
1 Tin 2 I Upon 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
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as a rule, that wherever we find this phraſe, 
in the latter days, we are to underſtand it of 
the age or times of the Meſſiah ; of which he 
gives ſeveral inſtances * Now the times of the 
Meſſiah comprehend al! his times: the ex- 
preſſion is not to be confined to only the be- 
ginning, or to the middle of his age, a, but 
1s to take in all the time from his firſt ſetting 
up his kingdom quite to the end of his reign. 
And in conſequence when any thing is ſaid to 
happen in the laſt days, the time of ſuch event is 


not to be confined to the beginnings of Chri- 


ſtianity, but may relate to things that come to 
paſs many hundred years after the death of 
Chriſt. 

The natural ſenſe therefore of this expreſ- 
ſion, ſignifying the time of the Meſſiah's king- 
dom, takes in all the times of the laſt great 
revelation God will give to mankind of his will. 
And in many, if not all the places in the 
New Teſtament, as well as thoſe of the 
Old, where the expreſſion 1s found, it will 


bear this ſenſe. 


I think, after what has been obſerved, the 
application of both theſe paſſages, that out 
of the Revelation of St. John, and that out 
of 1 Tim. and their being compared together, 
may be fully and clearly juſtified. They both 
are found to agree punctually with the pre- 
ſent condition of the Chriſtian world, and 
eminently with the Church of Rome : and both, 
when fairly examined, deſcribe the fame evil 


doctrines and practices. The difference be- 
tween them is principally in this, that ſome 


particulars of the general corruption ſpoke of 
are mentioned in one, and others in the 
| | other. 


ibid. 
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other. But every one who will fairly compare 
them together will find that they agree in the 
deſcriptipn of a wicked and abandoned ſet of 
men, wherever to be found. And when ſuch 
a"ſet of men is fund as perfectly anſwers to 
the deſcription in every circumſtance delivered 
in both paſſages, how can we fairly deny thoſe 
perſons to be intended ? | 

The total downfall and ruin of this miſe- 
rably corrupted body of Chriſtians is plainly 
foretold, Rev. xviii. But there is one parti- 
cular which I think requires our attention, if 
poſſible, more. than the reſt, and 1s ſufficient 


to put it out of all doubt, if there ſhould 


be any, that the Church of Rome, and no 
other Church or State 1s or can be ſpoken of 
there: I mean this expreſſion made uſe of 
in reckoning up the. ſeveral merchandiſes of 
the city deſcribed, faves, or bodies, as it is in 
the original, and ſouls of men, Rev. xviii. 13. 
Now if it be poſſible any way to make 
merchandiſe 'of the | ſouls of men, the Church 
of Rome certainly does it: and no other Church 
can be named which does it ſo emphatically. 
This Church pretends to have the diſpoſal 
of the ſouls of men; to have it in her power 
to fave or damn them. But the thing in 
which ſhe as evidently pretends to trade with 
human ſouls as poſſible, is the indulgences known 


and acknowledged to be fold by her. Theſe 


are pretended to releaſe fouls from the pains 
of purgatory, as ſevere and intenſe, they ſay, 
as thoſe of hell itſelf, and differing nothing 
from them but in duration. And for a pro- 
per ſum of money the ſouls of ſuch perſons 
as have not merited enough by their good 


works, 
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works, or expiated their bad ones by ſuf- 
ficient penances, to get immediately to hea- 
ven after death, and yet are, too good for 
hell, muſt therefore have purgation to fit 
them for heaven, I ſay, for a proper ſum of 
money the ſouls of ſuch perſons are to be re- 
leaſed ſo many days or years ſooner than th 
would otherwiſe be releaſed from thoſe dread- 
ful pains, according as they make their bar- 
gain. And Holy Church keeps a ſufficient ſtock 
of ſupernumerary merits, that is, ſuch as are 
more than the perſons to whom they originally 
belong want for their own uſe, out of which 
ſtock theſe indulgences, as they are called, are 
fol, not given. You muſt make ſome bar- 
gain for them, or go without them. The 
common way of getting them is to pay 
ready money for them. But they are ſome- 
times purchaſed by proper ſervices, eſpecially 
ſuch as are unjuſt and cruel. Many of them 
are granted for the ſervice of the hoc inqui- 
ſition, exceeding every thing you can name in 
tyranny and crue 
One would rhink that no one of common 
underſtanding could be fo far 
to be thus the property of ſuperſtitious and un- 
reaſonable men, upon pretence of any reli- 
gion ; and much more, under the cover of 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſo widely different in 
itſelf from every thing that can give encou- 
ragement to ſuch kind of traffick. 
I can hardly ſee how it is poſſible for any 
one but a mere bigot to ſuch fuperſtitions to 
ſpeak of them vithout both ridicule and de- 
teſtation. And it is hard to ſay whether they 
are more miſchievous or ridiculous. Tp 
ave 
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have been as much expoſed by Popiſh as 
Proteſtant writers *. | 

I ſhall mention one Prophecy more of the 
New Teſtament, as plainly fulfilled as poſ- 
ſible, namely that which 1s delivered 2 Theſſ. 
1. where the Apoſtle ſays that the day of 
Chriſt ſhall not come except there be a falling 
away firſt, and that man of fin be revealed, the 
ſon of perdition : who oppoſeth and exalteth him- 
ſelf above all that is called God, or that is 
worſhipped ; ſo that he as God fitteth in the 
temple of God, ſbewing himſelf that be is God. 
ver. 3, 4. And now ye know, ſays he, what 
with-boldeth, that he might be revealed in his 
time. This is ſaid by the fathers in general 
to relate to the Roman Empire +, which was 
actually deſtroyed before the power of the 
Church of Rome, ſo productive of miſchief, 
came to a very conſiderable height. For the 
myſtery of iniquity doth already work: only be 
who now letteth, will let, until be be taken 
out of the way. And then ſhall that wicked be 
revealed, «whom the Lord ſhall conſume with 
the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with 
the brightneſs of his coming: even him whoſe 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with 
all deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, in them that 
periſh ; becauſe they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be ſaved, ver. 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10. 


Now 


* Venalia nobis 
Templa, ſacerdotes, altaria ſacra, corone, 
Ignis, thura, preces, cœlum eſt venale, Deuſque. 
Calam. Bapt. Mantuan. lib, 3. 
ZEneas Sylvius ad Joh. Perigallum Epiſt. 66, 
ih upon the place. 
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Now what can be a more exact deſcription 
of every groſs COT in the Church of 
Chriſt than this? There was to be @ falling 
away from the truth and purity of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and a man of fin to be revealed, 
or diſcover himſelf, who is called likewiſe the 
fon of perdition. He was to oppoſe and exalt 
himſelf above all that is called God, or that is 
worſhipped; fitting as God in the temple of 
God, ſnewing himſelf as much as poſſible 7o 
be, i. e. acting as if he were God. Whether 
this be true of the Pope and Church of 
| Rome let any one judge. What power or 
authority of God over his Church have they 
not uſurped, or pretended to exerciſe? Do 
they not pretend to be infallible? Have 
they not claimed. a right to diſpoſe of both 
the bodies and ſouls of men ? Do they not de- 
ftroy the former, and pronounce ſentence upon 
the latter, if their impious laws are diſobeyed? 
They pretend that future everlaſting happineſs 
and miſery depend upon their determinations; 
and that they can ſend a man to heaven or 
hell. The effects of their ſacraments (which 
they believe to be means of carrying men 
to heaven, and ſeem to repreſent as working 
in the manner in which charms are ſuppoſed 
to work) they ſay are owing entirely to the 
intention of the prieſts that adminiſter them. 
So that a man cannot get to heaven, though 
he does his beſt even in their way of religion, 
if a wicked prieſt has no mind he ſhould. 
Do they not excommunicate and deliver over 
to Saten, the beſt of men, for worſhipping 
| God according to their conſciences, and only 
for oppoſing their tyranny ? 


HEE” What 
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What is this; and what are many more of 
their doctrines, but exalting their Church above 
all that is called God, or that is worſhipped ; 
fitting as God in the temple of God, and en- 
deavouring to bew themſelves by their actions 
that they are God? And as for the power, and 


: 


figns, and lying wonders, and deceivableneſs o 
Om in the man of fin; they are ſo 
manifeſt and notorious, that I think it impoſ- 
ſible that theſe words ſhould be more juſtly 
applied to any man or body of men than to 
e Pope and Church of Rome. And it is 
ſurpriſing that ſo many, and ſome very learned 
as well as fincere and honeſt men, ſhould be 
deceived ſo far, as to give into theſe and 
ſuch like abſurdities. Were they to allow all 
ren, as they ought, to read the ſcriptures, 
and get the beſt information in religion they 
could, they could. not ſucceed as they do in 
their works of darkneſs ; their power and po- 
lity would ſoon be at an end. But, it ſeems, 
men are to profeſs, and praiſe (if that be 
poet) a religion they are not ſuffered to 
earn or underſtand ; and this upon pretence 
of the danger of believing wrong; to prevent 
which, the dire& way would be to teach them 
right; eſpecially ſince ſome of their writers 
own that the ſcripture is plain and eaſy to be 
underſtood: in things neceſſary to ſalvation *. 
And if this be true, what juſt pretence can 
there be for hindering men from enquiring 
into Religion? It anſwers the ends of ambi- 
tion and avarice in church governours; but 
can anſwer no good end whatſoever. | 
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The Apoſtle. ſeems. plainly; here to al- 
lude to the Prophecy of, Dania, Chap. xi 
ver. 38, 36. And ſome of ibm ander 
ſhall fall te.try them, and 10 purges. and o mat 
them white, even 0, the. time of ile end e 


becauſe it is yet for à time appointed, And the 


king : ſhall do according to his will, and he ſball 
jus himſelf, and magnify - himſelf, above IS 
gad, and ſhull ſpeak marvellous things 
tbe Cod of. gods, and ſpall proſper till ll the — 
nation. be accompliſhed : for that is determined,. 
ſhall. be done. But Dr. Whitby expounds the 
words. of the Apoſtle concerning, the Jews, 
and the great diſturbances. they made before 
the deſtruction of Feruſatem.. Le owyns his 18. 
a new interpretation, and does not dare truſt 
it. by, itſelß, but thinks it expreſſes the primam 
intention of the Apoſtle, yet denies noi thak: 
theſe words, whom — Lord ſhall conſume by; 
the ſpirit, os Breath of his mouth, may have a 
more full completion in the re of, the 
Beaſt, ar myſtical Babylon, which ig alfa; 10 b 
lain by the ſword proceeding. from th montirof 
Chriſt,  and,, deſtroyed | by. ihr: fierconefs of hit 
wrath, aud, with the falſe Prophet to bo caſt 
alive into. the lake of fire and brimſtone f; 
and he acknowkdges every part of the deſerip- 
tion of the man. of fin given by the 
to agree to the pope and church of Rome. But 
I think. he bymo means accounts for the reveals. 
ing, or diſcovery of be man of ſim who, tis: 
certain, was not di ſeovered when the Apoſtle 
writ this epiſtle, at which time there was ſome: 
perſon or thing which let and witbnbeld him 
np being revealed: the very argument he 


uſes 


Leeden vii Peek ue 2 r upon, 


Theſſ. 2. 8. 


3 


099) 
uſes to prove that Simon Magus 'wis not te 
Jin poke of . And think it holds 
againſt his interpretation. But he 
Fews were fully redeulbu to be the man 
"of Fin, either by their revolt from the Romans, 
which may be here called 4ricaris, or n falli 
e@wy ; or by (the a y'of many 2 
Frros from Chriſtianity . But neither of theſe 
ſenſes of the Word revealed will anſwer his pur- 
Poſe. For in the firſt place, no one can m 
iety of ſpeech be ſaid to be revealed or 
Adiſcovered "by any particular action, how well 
ſoever ſuited to his known character, and 
continual behaviour, if there be ſomething 
that hindered him for a time from doing this 
action, as the apoſtle Ry wenn foly fay s here: Ne- 
* that when Toons 5 Tro 
things? Au now ye to what with- 

Boleth, that he "might be revealed in his time. 
Can this be faid of any man, or body of men, 
then known to anſwer the character given of 
"the man of fin? How is ſuch a one revealed 
or diſeovered by any particular action or actions 
Of a piece with his known Hfe and behaviour, 
if he be hindered from being diſcovered? 
He only appears the very fame perſon he ap- 
peared before, and nothing new in his charac- 
ter or diſpoſition is diſcovered. But if a cha- 
rater be given 3 if it be taken from 
an antient Prophet) of a parſon who is to re- 
veal or diſcover Himel by ſuch particular 


moddes of acting, it is moſt evident, that tliis 


Perſon is to rome, and is not preſent and 
acking as deſcribed when he is thus ſpoke of. 


N 2 to my body or 


ſociety 
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(76) 
ſociety of men. So that whether you under- 
ſtand the man of fin to ſignify a perſon, or a 
body of men, it muſt ſignify ſome perſon, or 
body of men not in n, or not known and 
diſcovered, when the apoſtle gave his . 
tion. Nor can I think any apoſtacy of 
converted Jets will fairly Cont the revealing 
of the man of fin. For then the apoſtates only 
muſt be the man of ſin, which the Doctor 
would not aſſert. But, on the contrary, he 
ſays the deſcriptions which the apoſtle gives of 
the man-of fin are in the preſent tenſe, and ſig- 
nify what the Jews were before the apoſtacy 
he ſpeaks of*; though directly contrary, to 
what he ſaid before + when he was proving 
that Simon Magus could not be the man of /in 
becauſe already revealed or diſcovered. It 1s 
very common for Prophecies of things to 
come, to be delivered in the preſent tenſe. 
And I think it neceſſary from the context, and 
the natural ſenſe of the word revealed, to un- 
derſtand the apoſtle's deſcription of ſome per- 
ſon or perſons, not as acting when he writ as he 
deſcribes his or their actions, but ſome time 
. afterwards, So that we muſt look out for 
ſome other ſenſe of what the apoſtle here deli- 
vers, and ſome other perſon or perſons de- 
ſcribed by him than the 7ems; o _— we 
muſt be at a loſs for the application of what he 
ſays. That the pope and church of Rome do 
anſwer that character, the Doctor, as I ſaid be- 


} See Dr. fore, grants. But then he hints, as I obſerveg, 


Frinciple 


that theſe are meant only in a ſecondary ſenſe, 
But (not now. to examine the reaſonableneſs of 


neQjon, th e in a double ſenſe ) if 


the 
* Pref. to 2 TÞef. S. 121 + Ibid: & Fn | 


(77) 
the Jews and their conduct cannot be meant 
here, as I have already proved, and there 
is a remarkable body of men who anſwer 
the deſcription given in every particular, as 
plainly as if it had been given ak er they ap- 
peared and acted in the manner e 
Which the Doctor, and every body muſt 
allow ; we need not ſearch for ſome third per- 
ſon or body of men to whom the words of 
the apoſtle may fairly be applied. I think 
the Doctor has ſaid enough to ſhew clearly 
that Mabomet could not be meant by them +, 
according to the interpretation of many pa- 
piſts, who are willing to ſcreen their indulgent 
— church from the application of them 
to her. Nor do they produce any other perſon 
or perſons, to whom the deſcription given by the 
apoſtle can at all agree. He ſays, v. 7. The myſ- 
ſtery of iniquity doth already work : only he cobo 
now letteth, will let, until be be taken .out of the 
way. This ſeems plainly to be ſpoken of the 
ſpirit of ambition, uſurpation and tyranny ap- 
pearing in the ſeveral contentions and quarrels 
which this apoſtle often reproves in his epi- 
ſtles, and which were the foundations of the 
corruptions which were in due time to gro- 
up to the ſtature of the perfect man of ſin. 
Chriſtians were apt to bite and devour one ano- 
ber in his time. And he ſays to the Gala- Gal. v. 
tians, Let us not be deſirous of vain glory, '5: 
provoking ans another,  enyying one another : 
Gal. v. 26. And, again, Chap. vi. ver. 3 
If a man. think, himſelf ſomething, when be is 


nathing, be deceiveth himſelf. Many ſuch cau- 
tions are found' in the ne of this apoſtle. 


e Preface to 2 The. 8. 1. 
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(7) 
And St. John, Eph. iii. ver. 9, 10. complains 
of Diotrephes, who loved to have "the pre- 
eminence, and thereſore would not recerve him, 
nor others who, like him, ' preached 'the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt in its ſimplicity and purity; but 
ated againſt them with malicious words, and 
id them that would receive them, and df 
them out of the churth. Butthough our blefled 
Lord's diſciples were thus '«xpreſdly forbidden 
by him and by the es to entertain any 
thoughts of exercifing authority one over ano- 


cher; tho" were by him to be as 
title ten! free from ambitious deſigus, 
and every evil purpoſe and intention; though 


he particularly oed them to be called rabbies, 
fathers, "maſters, and guides, or acknowledge 
any man but himſelf as their rabbi, Father, or 


* Matt. maſter *, that 5s, to be lords &f their oon 


xxiii. 8,9, Kiences, and dictate r 


10. 


to them, as al- 
ready obſerved ; though, I fay, our bleffed 
Lord's diſciples were thus cautioned againſt 
ambition, and religious tyranny; + fe that 
many chriftians in the times of A. apoſties 
were very much inclined to ſet thernſelves u 

as lords over their brethren; and therefore the 
apoſtles, as well as our bleſſed Saviour, gave 
cautions againſt ſuch a mĩſchievous and deſtruc- 
tive proceeding as this a to be, and 
greatly ineulcated meekneſs, Hnmiliry, Ley 


-  -univerſal benevolence. 


Men are too apt to be over Fond of power 
and authority, and uſurp it when they can. 
But ſurely no human power 


| is To miſchievous 
and ſo abſurd as that which is exerciſed over 
the conſciences of men, Which might well be 
called a myſtery of iniquity when it only began 
to work, and did not Jew itlelf in 1 full 

force, 
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force, dealing deſtruction abundantly both to 
the bodies and ſouls of men, e hy- 
pocriſy rather than ſincerity and true religion, 
introdueing idolatry and ſuperſtition, and 
uſing every kind of cruelty upon the beft of 
mer, the reſolutely good 9 This 
* al — when the apoſtle wrote 
e. Buri was let or hindered from com- 
e to — of miſchief. And the apoſtle 
ſays, He who now letteth, will let, until he be ta- 
ken out of the way, That is, the State of the Ra- 
man empire will hinder the full exerciſe of that 
and thoſe corruptions which are now- 

therefore called | the myſtery of iniquity, tho“ 


beginning, as obſerved, to work. It was hin- 


dered by * civil power from coming to ma- 

turity. For however tyrannical the heathen 

Roman emperors or governors were in them- 

ſelves, yet they would not ſuffer the clergy to 
tyrannize over one another, and exerciſe an 

authority, ſuch as they did afterwards, when 
riches, and power, and dominion was given 
them, and even the emperors themſelves were: 
brought in ſubhjection to them. No wonder 
then that Rome heathen did prevent an eccle- 
ſtaſtical tyranny, and kept the man of fin from 
revealing himſelf all the while it continued 
Heathen, Nor can there be a more plain and 
natural account of the hindrance of che reveal. 
ing of the man of n. Nor is any thing more 
clear than Hat our church hiſtorians tell us in 
confirmation of this point. For there were 
certainly the beginn iugs of | tyranny and cor 
tion in the church as ſoon, or near as ſoon 

as: thity could. appeas's and in the 

fourth" cenrury ar leaſt,” in which 1 
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(80) 
called hereticks by Jerom and others fot ſpeak- 
ing againſt the lighting of wax candles in ho- 
nour of the "martyrs, the veneration of re- 
liques, praying for the dead, the injunction of 
the celibacy of the clergy, and monkery, and 
moſt of the corruptions and ſuperſtitions of 
the church of Rome were introduced. In 


this century ſeveral fathers of the church, 


namely the two Gregory's, Nazianzen and N 


ſen, Ephraem Syrus, and Baſil, prayed to de- 
ceaſed perſons whom they looked upon to 
have been holy and good in this life, and eſpe- 
cially to martyrs. And this practice is recom- 
mended and inſiſted upon by Chry/oftom *. 
Why then ſhould Dr. Whithy ſay that the 
pope and clergy of Rome were or! — and 


Free from exalting themſelves above all that 


is calleq God, or from wearing out the ſaints 
with perſecution, till ſome hundred years after 
the diſſolution of the Roman empire by the exile 
of Auguſtulus, A. D. 475. ra How orthodox 
and free from tyranny and ſuperſtition, how free 
from creed-making and impoſition, the church 
of Rome in particular then was, (and it was 
of courſe the chiet chriſtian church when the 
Roman empire became chriſtian,) you may 


judge from what has been obſerved. And 


perhaps ſuch inſtances are ſeldom taken notice 
of by proteſtant writers, that the papiſts may 
not triumph in even this. antiquity of their 
doctrines and cuſtoms, and that theſe writers 
may not lay open the great errors of thoſe fa- 


let 


. Sir Laas Newton. | Obſervations upon Daniel, 
XiiL 14 0 - Note upon 2 Theſſ. ii. 2, 8. 
. dee bh aks of ſome who are more . of the ho- 
wour of our fe — * than of the glory of our Father 
. p- 690. 
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let us not be aſhamed of the truth, nor conceal 


it when it illuſtrates any part of ſcripture, or 
ſhews the accompliſhment of any ſcripture 

Prophecy. 

And let it be fairly conſidered whether the 
eccleſiaſtical councils held long before the time 
of Anguſtulus did not take that authority upon 
them ſo expreſly forbid by our Bleſſed Saviour, 
of determining thifigs as Maſters, Fathers, and 
Guides *, or, as St. Peter expreſſes it, of being 
lords over God's heritage r; and whether they 
did not dictate as from their own authority in 
matters of faith, and pronounce unchriſtian 
and inhuman anathema's againſt thoſe who 
ſhould dare to contradict them; and whether 
this was not their common practice. 

When theſe things are conſidered, we ſhall 
be ſenſible that though the Church of Rome 
did not arrive at its ſummit and perfection 
of impiety, tyranny, idolatry, and cruelty, till 
ſome hundred years after the diſſolution of the 
Roman empire, A. D. 475. (as it was neceſ- 
ſary that great corruptions ſhould be com- 
pleated by degrees; nor can any thing, good 
or bad, come to ſuch a height as theſe have 
done on a ſudden;) yet I will appeal to any 
one, who conſiders what has been ſaid, whe- 
ther Rome heathen was not that which Jetted, 
or hindered the great iniquity from working 
ſo foreibly as otherwiſe it would have done. 
And if I am now aſked what the cor- 
ruptions of the' Church of Rome were to the 
Theſſalonians, or what need there was to give 
them any notice of them; the anſwer, I think, 
is eaſy. They ſeemed to expect the coming 
of Chriſt to judgment. 1 the Apoſtle ſays 


e Matt, xxili, 8, 9, 10. 1 Pet. v. 3. 
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this will not be till there be a great falling 
away, and the man of fin be revealed, whom 
he particularly deſcribes. Let it be obſerved 
that he gives no caution to the Theſſalonians 
to beware of this man of fin, He tells them 
the myſtery of iniquity doth already work, but 
at preſent it 1s hindered from growing up 
to maturity. And as they did not ſee the 
revelation of the man of fin, they might be 
ſure that our Bleſſed was not 
to judgment. Nor do I foe any, no not the 
leaſt foundation for imagining that the day f 
Chrift ſpoken of, 2 Thefſ. ii. 1. ſhould be thought 
to mean the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. It 
plainly relates to the laſt judgment : and as 
it relates to that, there 1s hardly any miſun- 
derſtanding of the following words after what 
has been ſaid about them, without the ſtrongeſt 
prejudice. And if we conſider this epiſtle as 
wrote for the benefit of Chriſtians in after-ages, 
as well as thoſe to whom it was immediately 
ſent, we may caſlily ſee the uſe of this moſt 
punctual Prophecy delivered in it. I have 
ſhewn that it is clearly and evidently ful- 
filled in all its parts, except the deſtrufion of 
the man of fin, which I can ſee no reaſon to 
think, as Dr. #/bitby does *, that the 
ſpeaks of, as ſoan to follow his being revealed, 
Nor can there appear any reaſon to ſtagger 
the faith of Chriſtians, © che DoGor-chioh +, 
from his not being de@royed, when they ſee 
this Prophecy - plainly fulfilled in his reue- 
tation. 
I hope I have now hewn. that forme Pro- 
phecies in the New Teamnent are evidently 
| RR 


® Preface to 2 De. S. and hap. 
ver. 8. TE F note veon chap. i 


(33) 
fulfilled. But ſome perhaps may not be ſuf- 
ficiently ſenſible of the uſe of Prophecy. 1 
will therefore ſay ſomething of that in the 
next Section. 


SECT. XI. 
Of the Uſe of Prophecy. 


NE great uſe of it is to ſhew to us at 
any diſtance of time the ſuperintendency 
of Divine Providence over this world; a thing 
of great moment to mankind, and the know- 
ledge of which will, if duly regarded, have 
the happieſt influence upon our minds, teach 
us to diſcharge our duty, and conſult our 
welfare, in the beſt manner, ſo as certainly 
to ſucceed in our endeavours to ſhun miſery 
and deſtruction, and obtain ſafety and happi- 
neſs, which are neceſſary conſequences of the 
Divine Favour. 
If the doftrine of Divine Providence be 
eſtabliſhed by certain, clear, and evident pre- 
dictions of future events, great, remarkable, 
and extenſive, foretold long, even ages be- 
fore they happened; who that is acquainted 
he ſuch od and ſuch events, can be 
ſtupid or hardy enough to doubt the truth of 
his doctrine ? And 1 that ſeriouſly con- 
ſiders it can ſuffer himſelf to neglect his duty, 
or forego his happineſs? For we may conclude 
that he who thus governs human affairs now, 
and gives us theſe kind notices of his provi- 
dence, will call us to a moſt impartial ac- 
count hereafter, and reward or puniſh us as 
we ſhall * acted well or ill in this life. 
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2, When any perſon comes from God, 
and delivers to us any doctrine, which tends 
to promote virtue, if it be a doctrine which 
reaſon cannot diſcover, the fulfilling of ſuch 
Prophecy will be a good evidence that it 
comes from God, and ought to be attended 
to. Suppoſe e. g. that a future reſurrection 
ſhould be foretold by one that delivers a Pro- 
phecy from God, when we ſee the Prophecy 
compleated, one cannot but be ſure that the 
Prophet was influenced by a ſuperior Being, 
and therefore what he ſays is ſo highly probable, 
as to deſerve our utmoſt attention and 

But perhaps I may be told of heathen oracles 
and Sibyls and many pretended Prophets and 
Enthuſiaſts, who have attempted to foretell 
future events, and many of whoſe predictions 


have been actually verified. And if fo, it 


may be ſaid, that Prophecy may not come 
from God only, as is pretended, becauſe we 
cannot be ſure from events that a Prophecy 
comes from God, unleſs we allow that all 
thoſe who have foretold things that have come 

to paſs were divinely inſpired. _ 
I would aſk, in the firſt place, whether it 
be ſo plain and certain, that theſe have fore- 
told [ea events beyond the reach of hu- 
man conjecture? And again, whether they 
and their Prophecies will fairly bear the teſt 
of the rules laid down, Sect III.“ And whe- 
ther any one of the Prophets or Prophecies of 
ſcripture appears falſe when examined by thoſe 
rules; and whether theſe oracles and pretended 
Prophecies ever failed in the truth of their 
Predictions. It is certain the pretended gods 
and oracles in Iſaiab's time (who did then ſuf- 
ficiently prove himſelf a true Prophet, and 
now 


* Vide Van Dat de Oraculis. 
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now moſt evidently appears to have been ſa 
from the fulfilling of many of his Prophecies) 
I fay, it is certain that the falſe gods and pre- 
tended oracles in his time were at leaſt very de- 
ficient in this reſpect; as appears from the 
challenges in his book to them to ſhew them- 
ſelves true Gods by foretelling what ſhould 
happen. They are challenged to foretell 
things either near or at a diſtance, the things 
that are coming, and ſhall come*. Shew the 
things that are to come hereafter, that we 
know that ye are gods, ſays the Almighty by 
that great Prophet, Iſai. xli. 23. 

dly, We may and ought to conclude from 
the fulfilling of Prophecies both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, and eſpecially thoſe re- 
lating to our Bleſſed Saviour, that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is of Divine Original. 

If it be poſſible to prove any fact at all 
which we do not ſee, this truth may be 
proved with great certainty by Prophecy. For 
ſince it plainly appears that ſo many things 
foretold both in the Old and New Teſtament 
are punctually come to paſs; and ſince the 
Prophecies of both are daily fulfilling, and 
ſo many things foretold concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt are evidently fulfilled ; we cannot but 
be ſenſible, that the doctrines taught us by 
our Bleſſed Saviour came from God. And that 
ſuch Prophecies were fulfilled and are fulfilling, 
which were delivered many ages before they 
were fulfilled, we have as plain teſtimony as 
hiſtory and our own experience can give us. 

It 1s eaſy to cavil and contradict, and to 
raiſe objections againſt a cauſe. But in the 
preſent caſe it muſt be ſhewn that the Pro- 

| 12215 phecies 
* Ifaiah xliv. 7. 
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dae I have been ſpeaking of have not been 

filled, as it is certain by this time whether 
they have or no. - Let it be ſhewn that our 
hiſtories which give us the facts foretold, are 
lies; or that the facts mentioned were not 
foretold long before they happened. Let it 
be made appear that the books of ſeripture 
were not written long before the events therein 
mentioned: or that thoſe facts lay within 
the reach of human conjecture: or elſe the 
evidence will be little ſhort of demonſtration 
for the truth of the religion of Chriſt. 

Lafily, Scripture Prophecies are of uſe, to 


warn us of dangers foretold, and to guard us 


againſt prevailing ill cuſtoms and faſhionable 
notions eſtabliſhed in many parts of the Chri- 
ſtan world. Of this kind are the many Pro- 
phecies I have cited, that plainly point out the 
tyranny and corruption that has prevailed 
among Chriſtians. We are often warned in 
the Revelation of St. 7ohn not to give any 
encouragement to them; not to worſhip the 
beaſt, nor receive his mark. And they are 
threatned with utter ruin and deſtruction that 


Join in the common corruption. On the other 


hand, eternal life and happineſs are promiſed 
to thoſe who perſevere in pure religion, not- 
withſtanding all the diſcouragements that 
may be given by a corrupted and apoſtate 
church; to thoſe who dare ſuffer the greateſt 


evils rather than * the purity of re- 


lIigion. + 
Theſe warnings are graciouſly deſigned by 
the Almighty to preſerve us from miſery, and 


bring us to happineſs, by directing us to that 


virtuous reſolution which cannot but have 
theſe effects wherever it takes place. i 
5 | Co 
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St. Fobu ſays, Bleſſed is be that readeth, of 
they that hear the words of this Prophecy, and 
keep thoſe ſayings that are written N 4 that 


is, as appears from the purport of e Pro- 
phecy, keep themſelves free from the corruptions 
foretold, Rev. i. 3. 


8 E CT. XIII. 


Containing the Reasons why the Prophetic 
parts of Scripture are ſo little under- 
ſtood. 


T is plain in fact, that the Aifferences of 
I learned men about the meaning of the ſe- 
veral prophetic parts of ſcripture, are very 
great : "_— this has occaſioned a notion to pre- 
vail, that it is in vain to attempt to under- 
ſtand, what ſo many men, famous in their 
generations, have ſo little ſucceeded in. The 
common enemy therefore has made this uſe 
of the unhappy differences, to play one falſe 
notion againſt another, and to reject all, as 
equally uncertain. If therefore one can trace 
out the cauſes of theſe errors, it may be ſome 


means to prevent the like for the future, and 


to give enc ment to ſuch as ſincerely de- 
ſire to underſtand the word of God. 

And 1. It does not ſeem to have been che 
intention of God, that Many of the Pro he- 
cies of the Scriptures ſhould be underſt be- 
fore a certain period of time, in which they 
were to be opened and Alehn ups by certain 
facts, which mould caſt a fu n them. 
Prophecy was not given to * men able 
to foretel events; but when they were 4 
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told, to enable them to ſee the idence 
of God governing and directing all things 
to ſerve his ends. It is therefore ſaid—But 
thou, O Daniel, ſhut up the words and ſeal the 
book even to the time of the end: many ſhall run 
to ind "fro, and knowledge ſhall be encreaſed, 
Dan. xii. 4. And again, —Go thy way, Daniel, 
for the words are 4 up, and ſealed till the 
time of the end, ver. Whilſt therefore the 
words are cloſed up * ſealed, it is not for men 
to pretend to diſcover what is contained in 
them before. their time is come. But as the 
time is come, when many Prophecies are ac- 
compliſhed, and what is made a mark of the 
times, is apparent now,. iz. that knowledge 
ſhall be encreaſed; we may reaſonably hope 
by comparing things together, that one may 
diſcover enough to give encouragement to the 
wiſe and faithful to proceed. 2. The obſerva- 
tion of the language which the Prophets uſed ; 

the comparing that which is already accom- 
pliſhed, with what ſtill remains ; the ſeeing 
in what part of the prophetic accounts we now 
are, will be of great uſe in the ſtudy of Pro- 
phecy : but above all, that we carefully ob- 
ſerve every thing, and every word, preciſely ; 

and not imagine a Prophecy fulfilled, when 
we ſee ſome part of it agreeing to any event. 
The whole muſt exactly correſpond, or elſe 
our fancies may paſs upon us for the word of 
God. I would obſerve then, that, 

The 1ft and principal cauſe of the errors 
of men in interpreting Prophecy has been 
owing to their not having clear and preciſe 
ideas to the words made uſe of in the pro- 
phetic writings. What ſtrange confuſion has 
1 made, whilſt ſome of great figure wu 
re 4 
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taken the word horn, ſo often uſed in Daniel, 
for a king ? And what miſtakes did Junius, 
Grotius, &c. fall into by nothing elſe than 
their not attending to the uſe of language in 
this caſe. | 

A 2d cauſe is, that they have not carefull 
enough ſtudied the hiſtory of the Chriſtian 
Church, and the ſtates ſubject to Chriſtian 
powers, or bordering upon them. Now as 
in the former caſe, if any one 1s ignorant of, 
or miſtakes the preciſe ideas intended by the 
figurative words, ftars, horns, ſun, moon, earth, 
waters, trees, beaſt, &c. he can never come 
at the intended meaning of the ſacred writer; 
ſo if he does not underſtand the hiſtory of 
the Church, or of the powers that govern 
in the Chriſtian world, or of thoſe who bor- 
der on them, it is impoſſible to form any 
judgment of the times and occurrences that 
are mentioned. . 

A 3d cauſe is, that men having hit upon 
ſome event, to which the words of the Pro- 
phecy agree in part, they haſtily conclude 
that to be the event foretold ; and then rack 
the other expreſſions to make all ſuit to an 
— 1 Hypotheſis. I cannot inſtance, nor 
need I, in greater men than our two famous 
commentators, Dr. Hammond and Dr. Whitby : 
the one of which had his Gnoſticks, the other 
his Fews, conſtantly in ſight, and both of 
them accordingly forced ſeveral prophetic paſ- 
ſages from their plain and obvious meanings 


to a ſenſe, that none but themſelves could ſee. 
They both brought their reſpective hypo- 
theſes to the New Teſtament, and then la- 
boured to confirm them from thence, —_— 
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of making the New: Teſtament their rule and 


guide, and impartally ng chat. But 
this leads me to 


A 4th. cauſe . this evil, and that is that 
Chriſtians are divided into ſects and 
afid are the ſervants of men. It is not — 
it is not the pure will of Chriſt that is ſought N 
for; but it is to ſuppart local truths, what- 
ever may be favourable to themſelves, or their 
own notions. The children of this world are 
very wiſe in their generations: and accordingly 
the Lord of heaven and earth hath bid theſe 
things from ſuch as are, in this manner, wiſe 
and prudent, at the ſame time that he has 
revealed them to ſuch as have no prejudices, 
to ſuch as have their Eyes fmple, pure, ready 
to receive light. This made the Prophet Je- 
remiab cry out Bebold their ear is uncircum- 
ciſed, and they cannot hearten; behold the word 
of the I is unto them a reproach, they 
have no delight therein, chap. vi. 10. A 

5th cauſe is, that men are apt to be ſanguin, 
and not willing to own any miſtakes they fall 
into. They defend with great eagerneſs: what 
they have once (eſpouſed, and thus go on de- 
ceiving and being deceived. . The Remey Ca- 
tholicks are tied up by the notions they have 
of Church, and Infallibility, to. go on in the 
principles they have eſpouſed : and Proteſtants 
are not free from their byaſſes, though of an- 
other kind. If therefore men are not willing 
to receive the truth in the love of truth, wid 


purely for its own fake, it is impoſſible that 
they ſhould underſtand the more eaſy =_ 


of ſcripture, and much leſs thoſe r require 


great application and — I need not 
add 


6thly. 
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Sthly. That there is required attention, ſaga- 
city, ſkill, in languages, ſkill in hiſtory, the 
order of things; -ari.ability to diſtinguiſh what 
is paſt from what. is to come, the times from 
whence any Prophecy takes its beginning, 
what is to be taken figuratively from what 
is to be taken literally. Theſe and ſuch 
things being neceſſary to underſtand the pro- 
phetic parts of ſcripture, no wonder that in- 
terpreters have made ſtrange work in com- 
menting upon what they are not uſually quali- 
fied to undertake, through want of ſome or 
other of theſe neceſſary qualities. And 

Laſtly, There muſt be owned to be a real 
difficulty in the things themſelves. We have 
not at preſent ſufficient light to enter into 
many points which are properly ſealed up and 
cloſed from our views, and muſt be ſo till the 
time comes when they ſhall be unfolded. I 
do not apprehend, that we yet are clear in the 
meaning of the numbers in the laſt chapter of 


Daniel, and of many particulars in the Reve- 


lations : and probably they will continue dark 
and little intelligible, till time ſhall diſcover 
their true meaning. In the mean time let us 
be contented with what we do underſtand : 
and not give up what is clear, becauſe there 
are many things that are not ſo. There are 
very many Prophecies in both New and Old 
Teſtament which are clear, expreſs, deter- 
minate : Theſe may be urged as ſtrong argu- 
ments for the continual providence of the 
great governor of the univerſe : Theſe may 
be inſiſted on againſt all oppoſers of revelation : 
And as we at this diſtance can ſee the comple- 
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tion of them, we have an argument from ex- 

ence more affecting and more convincing 
than otherwiſe can be had of that important 
truth, that God directs and governs all thing. 
He that bath ears to bear, let bim hear. 


THE | 
CONCLUSION. 


HE great importance and uſe of Pro- 
| phecy ſufficiently appears from what has 
been obſerved : and we cannot be too thank- 
ful for ſo great a bleſſing; nor too careful 
4 the ſtudy and proper uſe and application 
Or it. | 
I think it appears from what has gone be- 
fore, that many ſcripture Prophecies both of 
the Old and New Teſtament may eaſily be 
underſtood, and known to have been fulfilled, 
by ſuch as obſerve what is paſſing in their 
own times: but more ſo by all ſuch as are ac- 
quainted with what has paſſed in the world. 
It is but to compare what has been foretold 
with what has. happened ; which in many in- 
ſtances requires no great ſtrength of genius 
or depth of reaſoning, in order to judge of 
their completion. And if our Saviour could 
bid the people of his time to ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, and the Bereans are ſo much commended 
for employing themſelves in ſuch enquiries, 
no doubt can be made, but that all mankind 
may be taught theſe things, from whence they 
may reap ſo many and great benefits. 

And if this be the caſe, how are. they ex- 
cuſable who have abilities and learning, lei- 
ſure and convenient opportunities of enquir- 
ing, and proper means of information, to fit 
them for ſearching into the more difficult 
Prophecies of ſcripture; and yet take no care 
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to underſtand the - eaſieſt ; ef] the 
whoſe immediate duty 7200 1 is <4 
teach others whatever uſeful and important 
truths are contained in the ſacred writings ? * 
For my part, I am perſuaded, that if ſuch 


ſcripture Prophecies were duly conſidered as 


' eafily\be known to have been punctually 
fulfilled, we ſhould have few or no contro- 
verſies about the truth of our religion; and 
many weak and inconcluſive arguments would 
be ſpared on all ſides, and few would be able 
to withſtand the force of ſuch momentous 
truths. But if men will refuſe a clear light, 
when offered them, and proceed in the dark | 
or uſe a dim imperfect light, when they may 
have a clear and good one, they muſt take 
the conſequence, and no Boop: need wonder 
if they loſe their way. 

One cannot ſufficiently Amine the various 
means which God has uſed in order to convey to 
us the moſt: beneficial knowledge, and to con- 
firm to us the revelation of his will. If theſe 
are fairly confidered, we may en; oy the great 
benefit of divine inſtructions. But whilſt one 
neglects to enquire into them, another la- 
bon for objections againſt them, and a third 
lives in open defiance of them, even though 
he owns their true original, the happy effects 
of them are loſt, and men are anſwerable for 
neglecting or abuſing of them, inſtead of be- 
ing led by them to the moſt deſirable 8 


men 


* Whoever carefully conſiders what Mr: Mede and 
Sir Iſaac Newton have writ upon the Revelation of 
St. 7ohn, may underſtand good part of it. And time 
(the beſt comment upon Prophecy) is continually ex- 
planing the reſt, 
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ments, to peace and happineſs everlaſting. 
Nor - ought - ſuch men to complain, . ſince the 
fault is plainly their own, not his who has 
graciouſly conſulted their welfare in the wiſeſt 
and beſt manner. 


Laſtly, If prophecy be duly regarded, re- 
ligion will certainly flouriſh ; for prophecy 
gives us a ſenſible argument of Providence, 
ſuited to all capacities. And as We may be 
ſure that God did not give it, in vain, e 
ought to examine, and to conſider "08 24 


make a due uſe of it. 
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